HUGO HAT—TRICKS FOR BRIN, CARD

David Brin's sf novel THE UFLIFT WAR and Orson Scott Card’'s
novella "Eye for Eye" scooped the top Hugo Awards at the 1988
Worldcon in New Orleans, both authors' third success at the annual
ceremony.

Ursula K LeGuin's novelette "Buffalo Gals, Won't You Come Out
Tonight" earned her a fifth Hugo, her first in 13 years, whilst
Lawrence Watt-Evans made his debut with the short story "Why I Lett
Harry's All-Night Hamburgers". Judith Moffett received the John W
Campbell Award as the previous year's best new writer.

Comic fans were successful in their bid to vote Alan Moore and
Dave Gibbons a Hugo Award for the graphic novel WATCHMEN , although
the "other forms" category may not be continued by Boston's Noreascon
IIT committee next year, STAR TREK fans, on the other hand, faced
disappointment as the film THE PRINCESS BRIDE won out over “Encoun-
ter at FarPoint"”, the feature-length debut of the new TREX series.

The other professional awards were received by Gardner Dozois
(best editor) and Michael Whelan (two Hugos: one as pro artist, the
other for his non-fiction showcase WORKS OF WONDER >, with Charlie
Brown's semi-prozine LOCUS successful for a record thirteenth time.

Mike Glyer, editor of the US newszine FILE:770 , was named best
fan writer, Brad Foster best fan artist and THE TEXAS SF INQUIRER
best fanzine ~ an ironic tribute to editor Pat Mueller, who recently
quit following an internal row with the clubzine's publishers.

(Many thanks to Malcolm Edwards for supplying the results.]

GAMES CHAIN TO LAUNCH SF IMPRINT

Brian Ansell, the multi-millionaire whose interests include the
Games Workshop chain and Citadel miniatures, has hired INTERZONE co-
editor David Pringle to edit a new sf line, GW Books. Ian Miller has
also been hired as art editor, responsible for the new outfit's
illustrated non-fiction.

The chain of 17 stores is based in Nottingham, but with both
Pringle and Miller 1living in Brighton it appears likely that the
publishing subsiduary will have its offices in the seaside town. The
first book is anticipated in mid-1989.

Meanwhile, Birmingham's own Andromeda Bookshop has launched its
own imprint, Drunken Dragon Press [see page threel.

1989 TAFF RACE IN JEOPARDY 7

The future of next year's TransAtlantic Fan Fund race has been
thrown into question after both of the current leading candidates
have revealed they are either unable or unwilling to attend the 1989
Eastercon on Jersey, Contrivance.

Last issue, TRAPDOOR editor Robert Lichtman stated he would
not stand if the TAFF administrators specifically named the Eastercon
as the trip's target, rather than Nottingham's Mexicon III, a decision
subsequently confirmed in WAVE by co-administrator Lilian Edwards.

Now his chief rival Charlotte Proctor, editor of ANVIL , has
revealed to us that she cannot leave the US till early April - after
the Easter weekend but before the Mexicon III dates.

No TAFF official was available for comment as we went to press,
although adoption of Mexicon III instead does now seem unavoidable.

STOP PRESS: A benefit evening in aid of Conspiracy '87 will be held
at London's Cafe Munchen on |7 December. More details next issue.
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Editing & news / reviey magazine 1s somewhat sinilar to

tosing one's virginity o once undertaken, you £an never re-
twrn to the original state of inmnorence  No sooner had WAKE
nade 115 existence known to the British oublishing industry
than Martir and [ began to f1nd ourselves knee-gesr in form-
ula fantasy, soap-opera trilegles and the kind of literary
vetwork we'd used teo devise ourselves aver a few pints down
the Lamp Tavern without ever believing some clown would try
unloading the crap upon the general public for real
Like | say, that kind of innocence is soon sacrificed -
and in a world where 'authors' prefer to franchise ocut their
successful ideas as 'format universes' to other writers ins-
tead of both parties getting off their creative butts and
JsIng their imaginations , where 'novels' are gimmicked out
¢ role-playing games which themselves rip off the genre, !
2't say I'm too optimistic at our regaiming it
The vhele sf industry doesn't deserve to be tatred with
the same brush, of course, but the fact that we are now able
to visualise sf as precisely that - an industry - instead of
one of the nost exciting avenues of literary endeavour 1s in
1tself 3 sad indictment of the facade of success that srecu-
lative fiction has fostered over the past decade 1t goes
vithout saying that those vho buy this crap are as guilty --
i1f not more so -- than the idiots who publish 1t

Steve Green
Meanvhile. top marks to V12 for its recent 'fly on the

vall' expose of the treatment afforded WAVE' s more delicate
post -- the accuracy is unnerving. .

([T DOESN'T FIT MATE. WHAT ISTAIS L ('oF COURSE THEY Do -LoO

e ANYWAY ? “PHOTOERAPH S - DO NGT BEND'
‘ PULL THE OTHER ONE...

CONVENTIONS UFPDATE

16-18 SEPT 198R: NICON 88, The thrird /rish natironal sf con
held at the Universrty of Relfast Attending menpersiin £8
ta The Queens University 8F § Fantasy Societv atr the Student
Unron Building, Untversity Road Relfast
24-25 SEPT 1983: ARNADATON,  Regromal :fon held !n Plvmeuth
SASE for inforwatron ta Marpon Clorpell d Elsneazle Averus
Mannameas, Flvmouth, PLI SHL
24-0C SEPT 198@: CONSCRIPTION. (opder Hote!, Srrmingham. A
conference or conrunning  Supparting memberskin £5 atteno-
Ing 10 £2 to Just recerve pre-con publications  Write to
Henry Palen at Flat 4, & West Avenue, Kalthaastow, Lendon
22-30 0CT 199%: UORLD FANTASY CONVENTION, Ths Ramads west
Hotel, London  Guest of honour Jawes Aerbert  (Oetails fron
130 Park View, Wemblsy, Midd!esax
28-30 OCT 1988: CONCERT  Media event  The grosvenar Hetel
Edinburgh.  Guest £d Bishop (UFD)  Attenging msmbership £75
to Jette Goldie, 97 Harrison Road, Edinburgh, Scotland
29-30 OCT '893: THE SECRET SERVICE CONVENTION,  Ffanderson’s
tridute to the shori-lived puppet show.  with producer serry
Anderscn among the guests (talking about his latest series)
£10 nembership to Nerl Swarn, 82 Upper lanme, Nothertor near
Wakefrelg, West Yorkshire, ¥FI 4NF
4-7 NOV 1983: NOVACON 18, Royal dngus Hotel £'hax,  Gusst
Barry Kilworth — £10 pemhership to Rernre Evans, 7 Grove A=
anuve, Rirzingham, B27 70V,
24-27 MARCH 1929 CONTRIVANCE  Arritarp's national sf svent,
to be hald 1n Jerssy, Attending membership £18 (supppreing,
£9) to 83 Drake Road, Chessingtom, Surrey,
28 - 30 APR 1929 CORFLU €, Annwal fannisn relaxcan, moving
to Minneapalis this year, (ontact Geri Sullivan, Toad H3ll,
3444 Blaisoell Avenue South, AN 55408-4318, US4,
26-29 MAY 1989: MEXICON Il Ao event for fans of written
sf, at Nottinghan's Albany Hetel,  Memvership's £15 ) write
74 Lawrence Road, South £aling, London, W& 4N/, for getails
9 - 15 AUG 1989: TYNESIDE INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE FACTION FES-
TIVAL, Detaris frow 30 ¢:ilkinson Court. Jarrow, NEZZ NG
26 ~ 27 AUG 1989: WONEY COMB.  [r ¥ho convention, beirg held
at Swindon's ¥iltshire Kotel  £18 menbership (one-day, £39)
rising to £20 on | March | enclose five <stamped envelopes
with chegque, Contact Daniel Cohen, 48 Gurney Drive, Londen,
2 00E, for inforpation
22 - 24 SEPT 1989: PREFAB TROUT. Rellahoustenr, Glasgow, £§
supp,, £70 att, to §8 (edarwood Avenue, Glasgow, 577 SLF,

Entries for 1nclusion 1n our reqular convention lists should
include the dates, site, membership costs, guest(s), contact
address and give tone indication of the theme

Please mention CR/7/CAL WAVE when writing

') Special convention advertising rates available

BRITISH COMIC MARTS
BIRMINGHAM: 7§ dctober, 10 Dscesanor, the New [mperial Hetel,
Ternle Street

LEEDS: 24 September, 19 October. 26 November &t the Griffin
Hatel, Boar Lane

LONDON: Westminster comic marts will bs held § dctober and 3
Decenber

SHEFFIELD: /2 Novewper, the Blind [rstitute, Msppin Strest



TN PRINT

The recent resurgence of the British sf / fantasy maga-
zine receives another boost 1n January, with the launch of a
ney digest-size quarterly by Peterborough's W Publishing,

Provisionally entitled 74F 647E , this 1s the company's
first such venture after & decade in printing,  The initial
print run vill be around 5§ 000, with leading UK distributien
chain W K Smith already expressing an interest,

Company director Richard Newconbe said the new nagazine
would reflect his own preference for 'hard' science fiction,
rooted in his early encounters with such US titles as GALAYY
during the !350s  Rates will be £30/1000 words, and submi-
ssions should be forwarded to 28 Saville Road. Westwood, PE3
7P2  artwork 1s alsa required.

Rog Pevton and Rod Milner hit a curious obstacle whilst
setting up their new printing outfit Drunken Dragonm Press --
Companies House prohibits the use of 'derogatory' adjectives
in firms' ti1tles.  “50 we pointed out that in this coniext
"drunken' was only derogatory to dragons," said Rog later,
"and we were sure that the Registrar of Companies didn't re-
ally believe in dragons, did he * They backed down "

As revealed last 1ssue, Orunken Dragon's first project
15 3 selection of science fiction parodies by Dave Langforg,
DRAGONHIKER'S BUIDE TO BATTLEFIELD COVENANT AT DUNE'S EDGE:
OOYSSEY Té0 A signing session will be held at Birsingham's
Andromeda Bookshop later this month,

Shaun Hutson vi1ll be signing copies of WICT/MS at that
same location on 22 Uctober ; Raymond Feist will be signing
British editions of FAERIE TALE two days later

Speaking of vhom Mr Hutson jets off to Barbades to tie
the nuptial knot this month, two days before his 30th birth-
day, With only impediate famtly attending, he should save i
spall fortune on the wedding recepiion

Coincidentally, the current work-in-progress concerns a
voadoo cult | no doubt there's no nead for us to point out
the potential tax advantages of a little local research |

"Writers of the Future", the sf bursary founded by L Ren
Hubbard, has awarded 1%s 4,000 grand prize to Nancy Farmer,
vho lives in Zimbabwe  Her entry vas chosen from the compe-~
tition's four quarterly finalists,

Correst Ackerman 15 auctioning an unread copy of Rabert
Heinletn's THE DISCOVERY OF AN . 2 1941 pamphlet including
the author's worldzon guest of homour speech, "Several years
ago a copy sold for §1300," says his ad in §F CHRONICLE

Faith Brooker won £5000 in a short story contest run by
WONAN'S 06N, She's currently working at Gollancz,

Willram Gibson appeared to have his oriorities right on
the British MONA LISA OVERDRIVE publicity tour, As soon as
he sootted Andromeda's Dave Holmes, Gibson revealed he'd had
a tip that a nearby pub served Theakston's 0ld Peculiar fron
the tap | dic Dave know where 7 0f course he did, and 2
stack of around 300 hardbacks and 100 paperbacks were signed
vith superhuman swiftness by tne eager American before being
#llowed to recover from z crushing schedule which included
23 separate radio interviews in onme day earlier on the tour

THE BEAND celehrated its fiftieth birthday on July 30
Lord Snooty the only surviver from the first 1ssue.  Current
editor Ewan Kerr guested on ¥0GAN with Denmis the Nenace to
nark the occasion, explaining how his staff now avoid scenes
such as children being 'whacked' by their parents or accept-
ing rides home from strangers,

FEAR finally nade 1ts debut in mid-Tuly with fiction
from Nicholas Royle, Ramsey Campbell and Shaun Hutson,

Frank Herbert's final novel and Rob Holdstock's follae-
up to his avard-winning AYTHAGS 000 are amongst Sellancz's
autumn collection,

Holdstack's LAVONIYSS 1s joined 1n October by Octavia
Butler's second 'Xenogenesis' volume, AQULTHROD RITES , THE
ASCENSION FACTOR by Frank Herbert § Bill Ransom. completing
the sequence opened with JHE JESUS [NCIOENT and THE LAZARUS
EFFECT . and TERRY'S UNIVERSE , an anthology of origimal sf
produced as a memorial to the late Terry (arr,

Terry Pratchett's new 'Discworld' novel, ¥YRD S/STERS
appears in November, as does the first volume of Phil Dick's
collected short fiction, BEVOND LIES THE WUR . the anthology
WORLOS OF WONDER ledited with commentary by Rabert Silver-
berg) and JOQUBLE PLANET by John 6ribbin & Marcus Chown,

New vear titles will include freg Bear's E7EAN/TY, his
sequel Yo the acclaimed AW,

John Crowley's sequel Yo AEGYRT , LUVE AND DEATH , has
sold to Bantam ; Robert Silverberg 1s producing a sequel to
C L Moore's "Vintage Season® for Tor | Arthur C Clarke will
collaborate with Gentry Lee on A4M4 /7 for Bantam, uho have
already contracted for a third volume,

Gollancz has bought Bob Shaw's first juvemile sf novel,
KILLER PLANET, Meanwhile, he's working on the third book in
the RAGGED ASTRONAUTS trilegy,

Tabitha King has switched from the Kisby McCauley Lite-
raty Agency to Richard Curtis, though there's no word on the
future plans of McCauley's biggest client, Stephen King, §F
CHRONICLE' s July edition reports rumours that the agency is
1n severe financial difficulties, with an alleged IRS short-
fall of $250,000 and a mooted affiliation with Curtis Erown
still unresalved despite LO0US' s announcement that the deal
was clinched in June,

Pat Murohy's novel THE FALLING VONAN was the only 1987
Nebula-winner not to turn up on the Hugo ballot | her nove-
lette "Rachel in Love", Kin Stanley Robinson's novella "The
Blind Geometer" & Kate Wilheln's short story *Farever Yours,
Anna" all received sufficient votes from Nolacon [1 members,

See our caver far the full results breskaown,



Orian Aldics, whose TAJLLJON VEAR SPREE (co-writien by
David Wingrove) has just won the 1989 Eaton Award, 15 taking
his stageshow "Science Fiction Blues" back on the read.  The
new venues will be in Beverley (€ Qciober), London (perform-
ing at the World Fantasy Convention, 29 Qctobar), Gatesnead
(10 November) and Velwyn Garden City (16 November) A David
Hardy cover has been commissioned for the book of the stage-
show, scheduled to appear at the convention

Tor'e August releases include Chet Williamson's [OWLAND
RIDER , Les Danmiel's FELLOW FOG (first volume 1n a new vam-
pire trilogy), Graham Masterion's CHARNEL HOUSE and Chelsea
Quinn Yarbro's THE FALACE | sequel 4o AUTEL TRANSVLVANIA,

Nancy Springer. who's just sold her fantasy AED ¥124R0
to Atheneun, will discuss "Priorities 1m Fiction Writing” on
Octoter 15 before the Central Pennsylvania Uriter's Organis-
ation's autumn conference,  She's recently recovered from a
riding accident which injured her right hand

London's Book Inn has renovated its fantasy and science
fiction department, reparts SHALL MAMNAL,  The bookstore 1s
lecated at 17 Charing Cross Road and 15 currently cetting up
& series of signing se=ssiong

Legend has comnissioned Chris "Fangorn® Baker to design
the cover for Robert Asprin's AVIH QIRECTIONS | the Legend
edition of ANOTHER FINE MFTH appears 1n lanuary, also bear-
1ng 2 Baker cover

Septeaber titles from Legend include Jonathan Carroll's
SLEEPING IN FLAME | Orson Scott Card's SEVENTH S0 (opening
book in his 'Tales of Alvin Maker') and Christopher Fowler's
RODFWORLD,  David Gemmell's LAST S#ORD OF FOVER joins Bruce
Sterling's JSLANDS N THE NET in Ociaber, with Nancy Kress's
AN ALIEN LIGHT and Andrew Greelev's THE SINAL PLANET foll-
oving 1n November

Stenhen King's M/SERY tied with Robert McCammon's SedV
SONE in the 'best navel' cateqgory of the first Bran Stoker
Avards, whilst Alan Rodgers' “"The Boy Who Came Back From The
Dead" t1ed with Beorge R R Martin's "The Pear-Shaped Man" in
the novelette category

Lisa Cantrell's THE MANSE was named 'Best First Novel
by the Horror Uriters of America, who gave life achievement
avards to Fritz Leiber, Erank Belknap Long and to Clifford O
Simak, who died in April,

The other winners were Muriel Spark's MORY SHELLEY (as
best non-fiction), McCammon's short story 'The Deep End" ang
Harlan Ellison's collection THE ESSENTIAL ELLISON, Designed
hy Stephen Kirk, the awards take the form of miniature goth-
ic mansions, whose doors open to teveal the winner's name

LOCUS 15 contiruing to have problems with unauthorised
fans passing themselves off as reparters or representatives
American newszine F/LE/ 770 accuses former staff member Dawn
Atkins of conning & free membership from the 1988 Bavcon and
trying {unsuccessfully) the same with the 1998 Westercon, in
addition to requesting a spot on the programee,  Atkins laft
the LO0CUS roster in 1984, but claired one of the nagazine's
neaberships from the registration desk at the 1985 NASFIC in
Austin, Texas, according to editor Charlie Erown

Qustralian fan Justin Ackroyd has launched his own bopk
1moort business, Slow Glass, His previous employment inclu-
des Melbourne sf boskshops Space Age and Minotaur

He's also on the board of the reactivated Australian 6F
Foundation, (reated in 1976 after the country's €irst world
convention, 1% acopted a low profile following the second 1n
1988 The new 1ncarmation will remain Melbourne-hased

Meanvhile, Minotaur could be in for & comics orice war
with the opeming ¢f rival store Alternate Worlds, incornora-
:ng the rail grder service Images-lmages

Scott Bradfield has just completed his first novel, T4F
HISTORY OF LUNINOUS MOTION . and 15 now producing & study of
19th century American literature, JREANING REVOLUTION.  His
first of collection, THE SECRET LIFE OF HOUSES | will appear
from Unwin Hyman on 22 Septemder

The Australian wing of "Uriters of the Future” nade 1ts
presence known at the national event Conviction with a vides
nresentation and buffet, a somewhat lower-key asproach inan
that adopted at the British worldcon last year

Michaal McCollum's ANTARES JAWN and 1ts cequel ANTRES
CASSAGE (US: Del Ray) will be Grafton titles next summer

H1s next navel, THUNDERSTRIKE/ | 15 optioned t2 Del Rev
and Grafton with a September deadline

FANDOM

Lisa Tuttle, Bob Shaw and Brian Aldiss will be featured
during the Beverley $F Festival, being held at the Beverley
Arns Hotel on 7 ~ 9 October  Aldiss' play "Science Fiction
Blues" will be staged on the Saturday evening

Far full details, contact Jenny Barnett at the Beverley
Library, Champney Road, Beverley, North Huaberside, HUI7

forrection to issue six's article on the Conspiracy '87
bankruptcy battle: Katie Hoare would only have heen disaqual-
ified fron directorship of Pangalin Limited hzd she been or
the boards of two bankrupt companies within 2 period of five
years, Apologies for any confusion caused

Glossy British fanzine CONCATENATION had a disapooini-
ing response to 1ts vaunted Easter competition, according to
‘winner' Dave Wood - his was the only entry received, and 1t
arrived too late to qualify

The Australian amateur press association ANZAPA will be
celebrating its 20th birthday next month, Britain's longest
running apa, BAPA, nmarked its 10th anniversary in January

STAR TREK' s creator 8ene Roddenberry will be joined by
cast-members from both the original series and 1is successor
for Seatrek 89, to be held 12-15-May aboard the cruise linmer
§ ¢ Emerald Seas, Promised highlights include 3 beach party
and "games with the stars on a private island”

The Perth 1n '94 worldcon bid is in financial difficul-
ties, raports the newszine JH¥AF,  The problems apparently
hegan with the non-delivery of gocds for sale at Conspiracy



Programne 1tems at Novacon 18 will include a discussion
of absura fannish myths, a debate on the growth of the short
story market in Britain and a panel appealing for more sf in
a narket dominated by fantasy, As well as his quest of honm-
our speech, author Garry kilworth will address "Alienation
the Outsider 1n Science Fiction" — Novacon 18 films include
ST'S ALIVE and the sequel [T L/VES AGAIN

Pam vells will succeed Martin Tudor as administrator of
the annual Nova Avards

Analysis of Contrivance '89's travel questionnaire 1nd-
icates 150-200 fans arrive 1n Jersey the week previous, with
200-250 still around the following week, °Each of which 1s
a reasonable-sized convention, " adds Tim [llingworth — Mean-
vhile, Katie Hoare - who nov wishes to be known as Catherine
McAuley - has quit the comnittee 'for personal reasons”

Fund-raising activities at Conspiracy '87 have funded a
tape edition of the late Alfrea Bester's OJEMOLISHED MAN for
visually handicapped sf fans, Bester was unable to guest at
the convention due to 1ll health

The Terry Carr Fanzine Collection, the nmemorial archive

housed at the University of California, 15 appealing for new

1tens, Curator George Slusser 1s currently soliciting Bruce
Felz to merge his own collection into Carr's

Donations shouid be sent to George &t the University of
California, P O Box 5900, Riverside, CA 92507, USA

Correction to page 18's gossip: 1t was Oxford's Conine
rather than Winchester's Wincon which our mole found too av-
ful to contenplate, describing the convention's programme as
*unadventurous and dull and mostly underattended", with the
tvo-hour *cross-examination® of GoH Terry Pratchett iis only
saving grace, Apologles for any resulting confusion

Mark Meenan & lan Sorensen are busy soliciting comments
on their nooted bid for the 1991 Eastercon, which may beconme
Albacon & "as a marketing ploy" but could choose the Adelpht
Hotel as 115 venue 1t the existing Liverpool bid falls thru,

WATCHMEN duc Alan Moore & Dave Gibbons were named best
vriter and artist at the Society of Strip Illustrators' ann-
ual banquet in B'ham, WATCHNEN itself was presented with a
Mekon Award -~ a statuette of Oan Dare's arch-enemy designed
by the new M/RACLENAN artist Mark Buckinghan [correction to
Itew on page sixJ =-- as best foreign-produced work

Artist Dave McKean was dubbea best newcomer, whilst the
graphic novel V/OLENT CASES , scripted by $81 chairaan Neil
Baiman and drawn by McKean, took the Mekon for the best UK-
ptoduced vork, The late Ron Enbleton, a SSI founder nember
received the Frank Bellamy Award for outstanding achievement
1n the coeics field

Tv personality Jonathan Ross originally agreed to host
the ceremony, but pulled out at the last minute, claiming he
vas "too tired" to attend, AAJMAN star Adam West vas cons-
1dered, but the society couldn't afford his £2000 fee

AYTHIS , a nev fantasy magazine from Dragonlore Public-
ations, 1s offering exchange advertising with UK fanzines
details fron publisher Derek Challanoc at 28R Beechwood Ave,
Boscombe, Bournemouth, BHS 1LZ

SOUND & VISITION

Alan Napier, vho played Batman's loyal butler Altreg in
the 1960s series, diec last month,

Meanvhile, Tim Burton 1s apparently eager to cast Jack
Nicholson as the Joker for his forthcoming Batman novie, [n
ah interview i1n this month's @, Burton says the public has
split 1nto three camps over the project: the fans of the old
Adan West series, [JARY AN/GHT fans ang those who want ano-
ther SUPERMRK: THE NOVIE, (See f1ius, page 13]

Elstree Studios may still have a future in British filn
production, Bought by property speculators in July for £20M
after yet another promise from the Golan-6lobus organisation
turned out to be vacuous, the site vas snapped up for a mere
£3I1M a month later by a consortiun vhich still looks favour-
ably upon mainta:ning the studio's cinematic heritage

SFC columnist Ed Naha reports a new "nore upbeat" filn
version of Williaw 6olding's classic LORD OF THE FLIES will
feature more humour & fisticuffs than the 1961 movie, Yuk

Grant Stone's weekly sf show on the Perth ragic station
BUVS-FM has been rescued after fans urged the University of
Vestern Australiz to reconsider cutting 1ts funaing,

The final Indiana Jones movie will be set in 1938, two
years after the whip-wielding archaeologist's original yarn

Michael Ironside will star in the movie version of Dean
R Koontz's WATCHERS, (See books, page /1]

Bob Hoskins obviously had great fun working with Robert
Zeaeck1s on A0 FRAMED ROGER RABAIT 7 In an interview for
STARLOG , he enthuses over his scenes with nany of the cart-
oon world's greatest stars; "£fverybody has worked with Lau-
rence Olivier, but years from now ['ll be 1n the back of the
bar and 1'll be saying to my pals, ‘'There was that time |
vas doing & little scene vith Daffy and Donald, *'*

E. T, will guest star in Pepsi-Cola advertisemenis timed
to coincide with the movie's release on video on 27 October

John Varley's short story "Air Raid" will finally reach
the screen as AJLLENIUN , directed by Michael Anderson, The
project was originally under Douglas Trumbull's control, but
the death of Natalie Wood and the subsequent production pro-
blews on Trumbull's BRAJNSTORA forcec him to shelve the new
novie, Kris Kristofferson and Cheryl Ladd head the cast

Three STAR TREK episodes banned by the BBC are now out
on tape from Paramount Home Video: ‘The Empath®, 'Whom Gods
Destroy" and "Plato's Stepchildren', All the original shows
are now available, including "Mir1", shown once and subsequ-
ently banned after pressure from self-appointed guardians of
public morality, The BBC has résisted a series of campaigns
over the past 20 years to review ihat original decision

(ne of 7REK' s forgotten regulars 15 spotlighted in the
July STARLUG ; Eddie Paskey, who combined his job as Willian
Shatner's stand-in with the role of Lt Leslie, He even died
once, only to inexplicably return in the following episode



COMT S

Neil Gaiman & Dave McKean are set to take on M/RACLEMAN
following Alan Moore's departure from the Eclinse t1tle

KILLING JOKE ar%1st Brian Rolland provided a re-match
for Batman and the Joker on the zover of the Leeds Pa~manent
Bytlding Secsety's nagazine SPEINOUT The summer issue aled
irterviewed 8olland 1ns1de, wherein he deecrited hig ccollab-
arator Alan Moore as "3 fila director really" and admits the
Caped Crusader was never one of his own personal favourites

A copyright suit has besn filed against Wendy & Richard
Pir:, the:rr company father Tree Pregs and warp Graphics aver
allaged trademark infringeeent. According to SFC° . the sult
vas brought by the Oonming Company over the Pinis' publicat-
ron of ELFQUEST material to which Donning claims rights

Sienkiewlicz and Frank Miller are anong the contri-
rAD LOVE | 2 benefit comin 1n aid of gay rights

L)
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r

w

as launched a four-1ssug mini-saries by Dean Matter
based uson the cult v carles JHE FRISONER  1t's set twenty
years after Number €'s residence, with a femalz protagonist

The group s :@lss Zomeydering dumping STAR TRER, :lai-
ving sales de mot justify Paramount's licensing fees. Prigr
to OC, both Gold Fev and Marvel published TREY comice

Acme and Eclipse have combined 12 hire Mike Grell for 2
nev JAMES B0NJ) conic, due to debut in January

Comics veteran Steve Ditko has returned to Marvel for a
new superhero series, SPEEJRALL  The characier will feature
in this year's SPJDEP-#4N annual, reumiting Ditko with the
strip he co-created with Stan Lee 25 years ago

Lee, meantime, has teaned up with Jean (Moebius) Giraud
for the latest S/LVER SURFER adventure

(ZRERIS creator Dave Sim and comic distributor Diamond
have apparertly settlzd their differences, and the company's
to continue handling all Aardvark-Vanaheim's titles, reports
the UK comics newszine SFERKEASY

Despite the belief 1n certain quarters (MAJA/Y, please
note) that Marvel UK's new comic JRREON'S CLAV 15 its first
non-reprint title (an honour taken by CAPTAIN BRITAIN ), the
series does at least have 3 British creative team

Marvel UK 15 also launching DEATH'S 4£AD , linking both
the TRANSFURMERS and DRAGUN'S CLAW continuities, with the
honourous strip 7HE SLEAZE BROTHERS on the drawing board

John Bryne, Gilbert & Jaime Hernmandez, Jerry Ordway and
Trina Robbine will be among the Anerican guests at the 19838
UK Comic Art Convention, being held on 24-25 Sentember, The
British guests wil! include Pat Mille, Glenn Fabry, lan Gib-
son, Jamie Delana, David Llayd, Hunt Enerson, Kevin 0'Neill,
8ryan Talbot and representatives from Marvel UK

London's Inst:tute of Education 15 once again the venue
and mempership's £10, payable to PO Bax 360, Londom, WC2H

[8ee page I8 for our rogular corics review colurnl
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ROUINID T HE CILLURS

Sherj § Tepper fans please nate: her fan club, the True
Bane Society, can be reached via 1! Hawk Close Stutbington
“ampshire, PO14 35U (enczlose 2 stanped enveloce for reoly!

Witk the new STAR TREK series only ava:lable in the UK
on videa till the earlv 1990s, 1ts new British fan groud may
have to rely upon the original's success for iritial growth
Urite Linda Henden at 8% Eastwick Pow. Adeyfield. Henel Hem-
pstead, Herts, HP2 4J¥, enclasing 3 stamped 978" envelcpe

3ay and bisexual ef fame are (rvizad 40 join
amateur otess association run hy Martin Stoyart
for :nfo at 51 Cambridge Road, S¢ Albans, Herts

EAR. 3 gay
urite hin
LIS ISES

The Lelcester Science Fiction Groun nas officially aff-
1liated with the Birmingnam SF Group, & small, friendly sf
soctety, the LSFG meets on the first Friday of each nonth at
the Rainbov & Dove, 155 Charles Street | write George Clark
71 Wolverton Road, Leicester, LE3 2R (0533 823405),

Joy Hibbert 1s orgamising a network of 'round robins'
informal letter chains on specific topics,  Further details
from Joy at 11 Rutland Street, Hanley, ST! S5J5 (encl SASE)

ON THE MOVE

Ros Calverley and Chris Walton, 100, Cambridge St Woi-
verton, Milton Keynes. Suc s, MK12 5AH, England.  Marty and
Robbie Cantor, 11825, G e # 105, N, Hollywood, CA 91305
USA, Yvanne Rousseau, Pos 7ffice Box 433, Norwood, S$A 5067,
Australia, Dave Hicks & Cat Coast, Flat 5B (for Dave) or SA
(Cat), 8, Dyfrig Street, Pontcanna, Cardiff, CF1 SLR,  John
Bangsund, Post Office Box 80, W, Brunswick, Victoria, Austr-
alia (return to his former address) Martin Easterbrook and
Margaret Austin, 43, Saddledack Rd, Shaw, Swindon, SN& 98T

Rosemary Hickey, 1313%, Uffert, Bakersfield, CA 33305
USa,  Tony Morton and Carol Morton, '4, Park St, Lye, Stour-
bridge, West Midlands, DY9 8SS, Kathleen fallagner 409 FPoe
Avenue, Worthington, OM 43085, USA.  Victor fonzalez, 6540,
2nd Avenue NW, Seattle, WA 98117, USA  Allyn Cadogan, 7572
Blair Avenue, Rohnert Park, (4 94928, USA Helena Bowles
Musson House, General Hosnital, Whitdal Lne Eirminghan UK
Ton Singer. 1030, Heatherstane, Sunnyvale, CA 94087 USA

Filmvav Distributors have moved *o 135 Wardour Street
Longon, WiV 4AP. (421 O 734 2400)

17, Carlisle Street
Laura vheatiey, 257
BE7 5LA,

Plys a few reminders Jon West
Keighlay, West Yorkshire BRD2' 4PX |
Parclay Pead, Warley Woods, Smetheick, Warley



ALEBACON ''88
glesgow, 29 July - ' August
Report by Bernie fvans

Ve made & discovery as soon
SCOTLAND WAS WET 1!
and welcoming
The~g were thrae programme streans
ctrean,  plus vided equipment
and others such as filkers

as we ar*ived in Glasgow: -
No matter, Albacon wasn't | if was warn

vith films
and roons
The intention was io give

or the
mamm
fans

space to "fringe fans™  but not clutter up  the orogramme
gtreams with material that would anly entertain a snall per-
centage of the ‘nta! attendance.  As far as I could see 1t

watied, although [ ¢id hear 3 feu conplaints from peaple wne
had had to share these rooms on a "4ime-share” basis | this
turned out to be the hotel's fauld (now where Rave we heand

that befaore M

The programme contained the usual mix of talks, panels
auctions, fancy dress, whilst en the Saturday evering there
vas 3 Ceilidh instead of the usual disco -- afier all, we
were n Scotland, I only went tc a few cof the programme
items, missing Heinz Wolff's GoH speech hecause of a cock-
up on my part. but managing to catch C J Cherryh's, She was
she told us. iIn love with Scatland, 1nterested in archeslo-
gy and Roxan & Eurapean histery. and delighted to he a Guest
of Honour at Alhacan

Linda-Claire Toal's "Demnlished Man" panel
urday night was the funmest
for years L1nda  wanted

on the Sat-

thing ['ve seen at a convention
to talk about peonle's sewual
neres, she s3rd,  bhut actually she wanted o talk about her
fetish for BEARDS  In the process she did the neatest demo-
lition job on Lilian Edwards, and managed $o emharrass half
the men in the roon,

I also saw a one-man play about
on book ceovers, creating sf aliens
ten new(ish) books, ALl rezsonably interesting at the time
but nathing very memarable  The worst 1ten was  "The Very
Last Curtain Call” | based upon a local religious tv prog-
ranee and consisting of readings from 'furkeys', it had much
promise, hut the phoney accents rendered the readings unin-
telligibie, sa I escaped to the bar

Only a counle of grumbles: the hotel ran out of bitter
three times. and refused to serve overflow residents late at
night (it seems they didn't honour their conmiract 1in this
and ather zreas), while the food wasn't what 1'd ewpected at
an Albacon -- no pies or sandwiches and the like. orlv clate
neals which were, [ thaught, overpriced (81 50 for a single

Filofax living. panels
and one reviewing about

baked potato 7)), slthough a couple of LonuLners I know
thought 1t reasonable, so perhaps 1t was just me
Qverall, Albacon was very enjoyable. 4 few oprogramwe

1tems that sounded interssting enough to grab av attention
(that there weren't more wasn't the committee's fault, pure-

far STAR TREK

Ve

'y 2 result of my attending so many cone over the years)
videos 1f I wanted them, (I d1d oo in & courle of times but
faund the venue a iitile crowded) plenty of books 1ir the
gealers’ room, an art show, and lots of friends in the bar
I

al

d definitely go again,
[

rarper GAVE gessip colyanrs: TAMMY L

:_va’f- /,.,7,). 05“,,,7,, 4-0. her N,‘,qu o the ‘y/ﬂkl 5-/5_? ns
mon arden 4e) -fﬁ,;,-# iAE ‘aJn-b C”‘ I'/?[’l”’mf,v D/,}/V,.T‘ 3

i New U ford Street

o J(

T2y srore Longon, ]

Jp—

[ remenber way back, when I gt al
n line for what seemed like hours in haze
he first night showing of STAR WARS Ity
128 way,  Approaching Forbidden Planet's OHerxng nigrt wa
asething like that, only without the dope. anticipaticn o
evcitement.  Not even & filw whan you got threugh the dcars
You just gat the vait
The front of the new shon looks like just another -
er huilding saciety along New Oxford Street until you ss
5 mcdel ¢f the Thing from THE FANTQSTIC FOUR
ng wild-eved at you from the entrance way, [ ir
in the layaut of the place after shaving
;sh at the frant door, Sut when a butlding
' people. producing enough body heat to bring the roow-
tenperatJre wine te boiling point, there's not much you can
see, [ was able to laook up, though, and catch what anp2ars
to be the neat lighting system - little wire "tracks' with
the lights on 'cars' riding back and forth, Okay: this nust
be the future, science fiction and all that
The word sporead quickly upon arrival t2 "get your drink
and get downstairs® as there were fewer people down there
I took the advice. Downstairs 15 whare the bogks live at FP
as opposed ‘o the spread of comics upstairs. Agzain, [ tried
to look through the nass of bodies and get an 1de2 of what
this new chop layout would mean to an sf reader like aysalf
It was toc hard tc tell  There seemed to be 2 load of space
available, and this - combined with the style of material on
sale and lighting - appeared very "Virgin Mega &tare”
But whether FP makes anv logical use of the space only time
will tell At this point [ gave up trying 1o suss out the
ney FP and bagan to concentrate on the people Crammed into
the place
The first thing [ noticed was that my glass was almost
empty,  Rather than struggle through the hot sticky crowd
after a mere refill I worked the crowd around me into a
frenzied nob who demanded $hat JOHN JARROLD use his charn &
ability to qo up and liberate a bettle of wine
ions in the bookish hell of the basement  luring the long
vait, I had a chance to chat with the familiar faces gather-
ing in +he heat.  MI¥E and 0EBBY MOIR were gutlining iheir
fordhcoming tnip  to the New Orleanms waridzonm,  whilst DAVE
ODSON kept scamning the shelves teo show us conies of books
with spanking scenmes | [ guess working for Titan nust have
sone advantages  TARROLD refurnmed in time to refill cur dry
glasses with Vampire Wine (straight from Bulgarta in coffin-
shaped hoves) The crowd twisted and turned, familar fages
flawed by: TERRY PRATCHETT, MALCOLM EDWARDS, ROB HOLDSTOLY
JOUN BROSNAN, STEVE JOMES | Ve nodded, waved a few fingers
and mouthed "helle's across the crowds
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The heat level was sti 15:ng. Horg d'oeuvres wers
beirg cassed around  With | e else 1n my systen, [ tries
to hold back tne drunken hot nausea with salmen eandwiches
"Chame all thiz 18 ruined by the sexist women, " someone liv
PAUL OLDROYD mentioned  "#haf 77'  "The sevict wonen, th
anes running arsund i1n RCEY HORRAR RPICTIRS SHAL gear sery
ing the hars d'aeuvres " "R vo

1

lr
s41
284

[T 1Y

mean the opolivically un-

sound pagpla rumning @rtund 1n susoenders bostockings, v v
shevrd ghirted dn essés‘ thrse seniet women, | see‘; T felt
that 1 should somehaw feel offenged or oprressed ad havimg
vou-au-vents served 4o ma hy oanple in costunas wmich reves!
2 body 1n vays doemed "no-no" by a s=t mind of the populat-
ton,  Funny @ all | felt was hungry, Still, 1t could have

been worse It could have been MICHAEL MOORCOCK stood next
to me. whor 1 understanc sonehaw juxtoposed the ROCKY AORROR
wonen with the FP displays of special effects from AJSHTMORE
ON ELA STREET and HELLRAISER , and saw 1t as & condemnation
of how wviolence agatnst wemen s an accepted fact inm soc-
ety And [ though‘ 1t wag all yust a2 publicity ctunt for
he cpening of a new shoo,

bﬁmehajv =Jg;es+9 1t aignt e all different if FF uced
he horrar effects to actually do the serving =au=a;e ralle
tuck on the ends of the Cenchite’'s oins. or san he= 5oe-
ared on the ends of frecdy'c razsr-tlaze rx.gers nosu?
that would have heen mare accentahle

The heottle  had run dry  JARROLD was nowhere 1n sight
and someone had 4o run the mercy errand of retrieving drink
fron  the ever-mere-crowded upstairs bar [ found myself
volunteering but in the midst of my battle to get to the dar
I heard an indecipherable loud-speaker announcement —Feonle
surged tovards the centre of the building and as [ pushed
forward, [ found wmyself face fo face with Baiean, Yes, 1t
fitted : ADAM WEGT was in the UK - I'd seen hin on G000
YORNING BRITAIN a few days earlier - and new here he was
spealing to a media-cid crowd,  “Melle, " he Tannoyed to us
all,  “"I's here and I'm happy and you're happy so we're all
here, hapoy. having a godg time"  Paiple cheered, [ turned
to the closest stranger,  “What did he say ® What does he
nean 7" "He cays he's hapoy'. 0h The wine had run out

] returned dawnstairs, to he stonped by STEVE JONES
"We're all nesting at The Cafe Munchen tn a faw minutes", !
nodded and moved on,  Samebody vaugely familiar stopped me
"We're all neeting at the Lien in 2 few minutes. “ he said
I nadded, wondering which 'Lion" this was, ‘We're all meet-
ing at the Plough in a few minutes, " a third oerson told me
[ got the hint -- necple were leaving,  They'd all arrived
done the 'cee and be seen' routine, checked each ather out
and were now heaxding for less crowded spaces. [ tagged onte
the Plough crowd whera a pleasant evening's conversation was
to follow,

I passed the shop again on the way batk to the tube, A
few bodies l1ttered the pavement out front and a brie® jour-
ney inside showed 3 similar scene of debauched chaps,  NEIL
BAIMAN grabbed me in an unlechersus way and nuttered 3
string of vords that I Jathered were complimentary | [ said
thanks ang re-wrapped him on the nearest statisnaty body be-
fora siogging off to the s¢tation

14 was an interesting eveming -- crowded, hot, offbeat
Someday, ! hope 4o see how thic space actually cperates as 3
sf / comics shop,  (ertainly the roam 1s there, the decor 1s
sufficiently Eightiss and ‘rendy, with the laoge firnly stae-
ped into place Whether this will actually do anything to

i
%

N oo

inerove the stock ‘=ynut, accessability and knowviadge of
the shao'e staff aver the previous i1ncarnation remains to be
geen They can't cc any worse and 1f they're sharp endsugh
P2 y1ll make wse of. the nev premises instead of using 1% as
a mere trendy showcase of how 'hip' F® has become

Tammy will redurn %0 s2e

f8ec page nimptdgr farpur regylar gassip salumn,  whien
nanaged ta evade the rational postal striks ang arrrved #2es

hours before gesgling )

The late Patrick Troughton's debut as Dostar Uho 1g re-
captured in a surprisingly orofessional fan pudblicat
COVER OF THE DALEES

Using rare stills provided by the adventure's director
Christopher Barry, and dialogue from David Uhitaker's tele-
play, OUCTOR #KQ fan Gary Levy has produced a glossy phote-
novel whith acts as both a tribute to the creative personnel
and a souvenir of a show completely missing from the 88C's
own archives (as are so many of the Troughton edisodes, )

[t's by nature a compromise, of course, part novel and
part comic-strip, and as such has neither the literary depth
of a full-tlown bosk nor the visual pacing of the original
But even with those comstraints, it's a remarkable achtieve-
nent and all credit 45 Gary for pulling 4 off

[fopios are avarlable frox Gery Levy for £2.50 :pclusive
of pdp [ his address 1s § Hhitegate Gardens Harrow, Hesld
Niddlesey, HAI &8¥, England. ]

The first news-stand edition of [NTEAZONE features the
sane cover art as 1ts second anthology, neatly tised to ce-
incide with the New English Library papertack edition

Despite the first-rate line-up - Davic Langford & Pater
Garrett amongst the authors present - JNTERIUNE 25's text is

sust as intriguing, with Charles Flatt ripping :inta censore,
government & othervise, 1n his regular column (aithaugh hig
references to Clause 2% could have done with updating), vet
another excellent filn critique by Nick Lowe,  an interview
with Terry Pratchett (courtesy of [¥'s own Paul ¥infaid) and
- their aze 1n the hole - Tom Disth's searing AI7TJON raview
of Uhitney Strieter's hestsaller CUMMUNION,

[3ubscriptions to !WTFFZUN’ cost €11 pa from 124 Dshorne
S02g. Braghton, BN/ Copies should aiso be avirlatle 3t
larger Newsagenrlas any propristor Jotiing the side down
should be referrag to 0iamond-furopress Sales on 0424 430420
whilst bookshaps should call Cemtral Rocks on 07 407 54477

{ Steve Greenl



by Maureen Porter

Paul Kincaid 15 a hard azt to follow, certainly when he
has hie teeth intc the a~t and practice of fanzine reviev-
Ing, One 15 left to stand by, nodding weakly in agreenent,
for all the world the adoring, stersotypizal female compan-
1on 50 beloved of the cf genre  In essence, 1f not ir the
actual phrasing, ! agree with Faul's assessnent of ihe need
for fanzine reviews [ wouldn't write criticasm 1f [ thought
all that was needed was a list of titles, content and addre-
sses  Of course to follow Ving Clarke's contention in PULF
that one needs to direct people on now best to expend a fau
homest nennies. one would then run inta the orosles of dist-
inguishing whith ‘anzines are warth sending for, which wauld
require a critizal judgement, which, I have a nasty feel-
ing we are about to get lost in a logrcal circularity here
Thus, any reviews [ produce for (CRITICAL WAVE are, 1to sone
degree. infarmed by the criteria which my colleaque put for-
vard last issue

Fanzine reviewing 15 a peculiarly personal sert of pas-
tine, and everycne approaches 1t with different criteria to
be satisfied, In approaching this column, I've considered
vhat it 15 that pleases me ahout any particular fanzine |
have naturally devised a few personal rules of thush -- and
fingers -- which are dead useful for me, but I vonder how
valuable they can ever be to anyone elss, or does that bring
ue back round to the nead for criticism at all 7 Backtrack-
ing even further, ! came down to that knotty little questisn
‘what is a zin2 7' The conclusion reached was that a zine
15 3 zine 1§ a zine, with apologies to the late Ms Stein

A zine can be whatever you want it to be The ancestry
15 common, even if the diversification i1s now considerable

from critiques through news to fiction, taking in, en route

the considerable body of grose not directly about sf itself
In wh1zh case, on vhat terms can one judge such a diversity
of fanzines ? The oracle opined that a fanzine should be
good’, and when pressed. tame up vith a series of interest-
ing definitions which, sharp as a razor, ! have pruned down
to this: having read a zine, one shouldn't feel that reading
1t was a waste of tine | 1t should have enhancad the [1f2 of
the reader 1n some vay, either through supplying news  en
interesting opinton. o° giving her/him 2 Bloody good laugn
And the experience s, of course, different for each person
§¢ any review, any comment. 1S a Dbroad indication to the
vould-be consumer, rips for challenge

S0, welcome to a summary of ny opinions on a few zines

which fell through ny letterbox recently, |

Readers of this column may wonder 1f the Porter-Kincaid
menage has declared open ceason on poar Harry Band | not to
the best of ny knovledge, and he hasn't stooped sending us
zines, He has even stopped double-spacing the zine, so we
nust be making some sort of progress.  Sut ane wonders pre-
tisely what 80608 15 all about, subtitled 3as 1t 15, ‘& ‘ake
fanzine for all you fakefans' ~ To paraphrase the inmo~tal
Derek Jamesen, "Does he maan us ? Surely he does' — There's
sonething rather sad in this, heralding as it does the less
of Harey's fannish virginity, with the realisation that fan-
don 15 the big, bad world 1inm microcasm, and that skipping
"the surly bonds of reality' also brings its own peculiar
responsibilities. Fandom nay still be a family, but ['ve yet
ts neet a family that 1s entirely happy, all the time, Even
5o, one ponders whether Marry 15 railing sgainst establish-
nent fandon (whatever that is), suggesting that we, as its
constituents, aren't real fans, or scimply pleading for
alloances 1o be wmade on the grounds of his age, wearing
his inadequacies on his sleeve, Like others, he seems to be
slipping into the trap of langing for the teturn of the Gol-
den Age of Fandon, unaware that he 15 part of modern fandon
and should be doing his best to make something out of here §
now.  His assessment of the fanmish scene :s clearly based
on half-digested history and a lack of knowledge of current
events  So nany names he doesn't appear to have encountered.
50 nany curious beliefs |ike the idea that loccing 1s some-

A FRESH LOOK AT SCIENCE FICTION

The British Science Fiction Associ-

books by Brian Aldiss and Michael

O ation provides a unique perspective Moorcock. Plus the very best in mod-
on science fiction and fantasy today. ern critical writing.
< Vector is one of the leading critical Matrix is Britain's leading SF news
@ journals in Britain - ‘a required title’ magazine. Keeps you up to date with
says Anatomy of Wonder! Recent what's happening in the world of SF,
issues have included interviews with conventions, fanzines, media reviews
~ Guy Gavriel Kay, Bruce Sterling and and a lively letter column.
Frederik Pohl, articles on Bob Shaw,
O fteminism in SF and children's SF, Paperback Inferno is a paperback
articles by Garry Kilworth and book review magazine that tells you ail
o Gwyneth Jones, and extracts from

BSFA

you need to know about the books on
your jocal bookshop shelves.

Focus is for anyone with an interest in
writing, with market up-dates, tips and
ideas from the professionals, and
workshops on your stories.

And that's only part of the story. The
BSFA is the organisation for everyone
with an interest in science fiction, from
the readers to the writers. And all for
just £10 a year.

For all details contact Joanne Raine. BSFA Membership Secretary. 33 Thornville Road. Hartlepool. Cleveland TS26 8EW.
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hov frawned ypon ! hate te sound like an agany auntie, but
ny diagnosis 1s that a dose of reality wouldn't come aniss
even in fandom  And Harry, for glhlod's sake throv away the
fan history and the Teach Yourself Fandom book,  Relax, try
valking before running, have fun ! And by the way, the tone
and style are a big improvenent

Contrary to Harry's belief, there are a ot of younger
and newer fans gperating in fanzine fandom ¢ 1t's just that
none of then are actually wunder 18, so far as I'v aware
Though 1f :t comforts him, I've baen a far since | wag !9

Jenny Glover and Jan Dawes are relativaly new recruits
te the fanzine-preducing fraternity, though 1 wouldn't be so
crass as to reveal thetr ages, Suffice 1t 1o say that age
and commencement of fannish activity really have very little
direct correlation,  Jenny has now reached 1ssue seven of
MAVERICK . an RS production which 1s always salidly packed
vith material, Scre might not consider it 1o te 2 true fan-
nish zine, because Jenny publishes fictron . but 1 am less
smiffy than my colleague, and I den't mind that so long as
the fiction 15 well written, 1 can't honestly say that Key
M:Veigh's siory 1s the most exciting 1've read, byt 1t s
conpetent, and the sting 1s amusing.  To be honest, most of
the articles are toe short to really get one's teeth into
but the cusylative vhole 15 entertaining and enjoyable, and
there 15 very nuch a sense of community 1n this zine  which
nade me feel quite jealous, I really must do some loccing
vhen ['ve finished this review column

Jan Dawes, on the other hand, has been a stalvart memb-
er of The Vomen's Periodical for some time, The first issue
of VS0P appeared at Follycen, and was swiftly followed up
vith a second, zlwavs a goed sign, VS0P #2 1s an astonish-
ing prece of production, with a cleanlooking serif iypeface,
right justification, the lot, And the contents aren't half
bad, either, The preaccupation with drinking which is appa-
rent throughout the zine should please those who are convin-
ced that fans do nothing but get drunk, while the quality of
the writing should cheer the rest of us, who are primarily
interested in communication,  Harry will be delighted as 1t
nentions all his 1d0ls,  See what [ mean about zinmes being
all things to all people ? And to complete the cocktail,
Pete Dawes offers the 2nd part of his complete gaming systen
for beginners, whilst Dave Nooring produces a small but per-
fectly forned dissertation an the beauty inherent in evil |
should have been longer,

I liked this zime because it had nuch of the feeling of
a groun of friends sitting round in the pub, swapping stor-
1es Again, VS0P is not going to set the world on fire, but
pyrotechnics can be st tedious sometimes

Harry, in his AOEUS survey of the dire state of modern
British fandom, neglected to mention the Six Year 0ld Twins
aka 1988 TAFF vinners Christina Lake § Lilian Edwards, Per-
haps they are already too Establishment, or i00 old, having
like me. just hit 30-ish. or perhaps 1t spails the theory ‘o
see them still 'pubbing their ish', or whatever the term it
these days, TKE CAPRICIAN #3 wauld, 1f one was into pigeon-
holing, fall neatly into that categery 1n which 'fannish’
events are lovingly described for those unable to ne there
[ quite enjoy this, because ] know the names, hut 1t can be
hell unless the writing 15 sufficiently broad, for those ¢hg

afe not 'in' Cortunately, incoming fans sheulcn't have too
puch troutle with this fanzine, It has an easy style, with-
out being too alienating My favourite preces, however, are
2y Nicholson's wicked assessment of young fandom, and Chris-
tina's analysis of the nawer fanaine editors and their work
Clearly. a great deal of print 15 being evrended on the sub-
ject.  though [ suspect that the lack of serious conciusions
won't meet with favour in some quartene

And there 15 s¢1)) life 1in other parts cf the vorld
Pecent antipndean arrivals include LARA/AIN g 475 § 17 fron
Iruin Hirgh and Perry Middlemiss, It probably helps to know
a l1ttle about Australian fandom 1n order fo reccgnise the
nanes and nake sense of cone of the gossin,  but plenty of
anecdotes, and a few gutside contributions from the likes of
Dave Langfard, not to mention fanzine reviews, should hele
the unwary reader along

2

Fron the U S A, AJRATE JENNY ¢ #1 & 2 have carled in
courtesy of Pat Mueller, cne-time editor of the Hugo-winning
TEXAS 8F INQUIRER . this 1s a very iapressive productlon
vith z different ctyle of content, 3 mivture of the famnish
and the literary, with reviews mixed in ! doubt vhether !
vould persanally survive on an exclusive diet of this sort
of fanzine, but mixed in with other. perhaps more anecdatal
zines, 1t provides & satisfying read, with & fermat which
ceuld be usefully enplayed by one or two ather edifars with-
out crowding the field unduly

da

I believe that the current dire prognostications about
the state of British fnz publishing are, as ever, unfounded
Vhat does concern ne 15 the constant harking back to times
past,  The British seem to be afflicied with many naticnal
diseases, depending on which foreigner you consult, but the
most permicious 1s surely that of terminal nostalgia, Is
here and nov really so bloody awful that all we ¢an do :is
bleat about times past ? There is a constant referral back
to the 505 at the moment 1n fandom, accompanied by 3 dirge-
like maaning that things can never be the same again  This
seenns a reasonable theory, but why, instead of making the
best we can out of cur oun fimes, do we feel obliged to keer
vriting our own obituaries ?

There 15 no such thing as one Aolden Age, Another rule
of thumb ts that the last but one phase of c¢lear develepment
in any given qenre or activity 1s 1ts Gelden Age, followed
closely by the fact that the current period of development
vill eventually be someone else's Golden Age, Wouldn't 1t
be better to stop bleating and start ensuring cur cun 1mmor-
tality ?  And tsn't that where criticism and reviewing come
into their own ?

[The Addresses: Harry Bond, & Elizabeth Avenus, Sagshot
Surrey, U8 SNY : Jenny Glover, 6 Aviary FPlace, Arvley
Leeds, LS]2 NP Jap Dawves, 18 Burchett Place. Leeds, LSk
SN ;) Christina Lake, 47 Wessex Avenve, Horfreld, Bristol,
887 J0F, and Lilian Edwards, | Sraenead Road Thorntonhall,
Glasgow £7¢ 549 | [rwin Hirsh, 2/¢16 Dandepang Read, (au!-
freld Narth, Vic 318!, Australia, ang Perry A1ddleniss. GF0
Box £ 2708F, Melbourne, Vic 300), Australia Pyt Mueller
&18 Westrigge, Quncanvills, TY 75716, (S A

[Fanzines for Mayreep and Faul should be sent to them at
114 Gurighali Street, Follestone, kent, CT20 JES T
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THE MAMMOTH BOOK OF FANTASY ALL-TIME GREATS
£d, Robert Silverberg & Martin H Gresnberg
Kobipsar | £4, 35

"Best cof " anthologies will always be highly subjective
affairs. but this selection at least has the merit of & wide
poll == the memberships of two World Fantasy Conventioms, to
be a little more precise

True, this cannot diminish a fendancy towards the more
vell-known warks, and the inclusion of such as Poe. Bradbury
and Loverraft was inevitable. but the appearance of staries
like €ll1son'c "Pretty Magqie Moneyeyes" and Boucher's comic
"Snulbug” (3 long-time parconal favourite) 1s proof positive
of this volume's range and quality, It's also a tinely rem-
inder of what the genre zan offer when an author 15 prepared
to invest tnaginatian into his/her work rather than nanufac-
ture 'product’ for a ready-nade audience, [Steye 6roen)

RATHA 'S CREATURE by (lare Bell
Grafton ;| £2 95

The Ratha of this fantasy's title belongs to a pride of
intelligent cats, "the Naned", which is at var with a killer
tribe lacking the powers of speech & reason, "the Un-Named“
The “creature" Ratha tames 1s fire, the discovery of which
changes the destiny of her kind just as they face extinction
at the hands of their enemtes

The novel's charaztars are well-described § believatle
and the platline sufficiently realistic, but still this book
1ust plogded along, erratic pacing reducing it o the kind
of superficial distraction useful vhen you have ten minutes
to spare, [Anne-Marie Deacon]

THE DARKEST ROAD by Guy Gavrisl Kay
Unwin | £3 50

This 15 the last of the 'Fionavar Tapestry' trilogy, in
which the usual batile between light & dark is fought out in
a mediaeval fantasy world, inhabited by wizards, dwarves and
deities  The human interest comes from five Canadians drawn
inte this parallel sorld, one of whon was so out of sorts in
Pook Two that he comnited ritual suicide, and now exicts in
renory only ("Ahh, Kevin %)

Also making a guest appearance 15 King Arthur (no copy-
right), who this time sails off into the sunset, hand-in-
hand with Lancelot and Guinevere (ne kidding), which is part
of the problem with this book == I could not suspend my dis-
belief, as I could for, say, Tolkien, because the plot & the
prose are 5o laboured and sticky, even if the ending 15 okay
for readers of the first two volures, [(at (oast]

THE DELUGE DRIVERS bv Alan Dsan Faster
Nevy English Library | £2 85

My inpression of Alan Dean Foster 15 of & one-nan indu-
stry who seems to have novelised just about every cf f1ln
gver made,  Consequently, it's not difficuli to forget that
he writes his own mater1al as well, a sifuation not helped
by hig apparently greater surensss yith other peonle's crea-
t1ons than his own

Unlike the sf | emjoy, which exploits the genre i0 tsll
vau something about pecple or the future THE JELUGE DRIVERS
exploits people with token backgrounds and motives, and &
stock, generic future universe 1o advance a predeternined
fornulaic plot, Billed as "the dramatic conclusion to the
Jcerigger trilogy' despite 1ts being sirply a third, self-
contained novel in the series, JHE DELUGE DRIVERS 1s compe-
tently writien and harmless, and will doubtless sell well to
those ceeking escape In a familiar place

Unfortunately, ‘competent’, 'harmless’ & 'familiar' are
net words vith which to comnend any book, let alone one fron
such 2 supposedly 1naginative and creative field as science
fiction, [Dave Hicks]

WATCHERS by Dean R Koonts
Headline | £3 80

At first, this novel seemed like 3 cross between JSLAMD
OF DR MOREAL/ and (ASSIE , but as the story unfolds you rea-
lize that if Koontz left out the violenze - 1e, the Outsider
and the hitnan - you'd be left with a gargeous Qisneyesque
fantasy about a super-intelligent retriever called Einstein

Now, if you have a dog and if - like me - you believe
that dogs are far nore noble & worthy than most humans, then
this is the story for you,  This book gave ne more pleasure
than any ['ve read so far this year - a 'shaggy dog siory’
vith a difference

WATCHERS 15 over-sentimental. sugary pap - but I still
Toved 1t ! [Ann Greenl

THE LEBACY OF HEOROT by Larry Niven, Jerry Paurnelle
and Steven Barnes
Sphere [ £3, 80

Too nany cocks have spoiled this, but it vas flawed in
the mixing anyway

The plot would not work without every character acting
like a child, so the Trite Tric of authors have cocked up an
explanation - Hibermation Instability - to cover this con-
tingency. To be honest, that's cheating

The settlement of Avalon on the 1sle of Camelot (yech!)
is plagued by a simple, and none-too-terrible anmimal foe
everyone falls to pieces. Our Hero with the strange name and
annoying habit of being always right, not to mention einging
in Welsh with translations to f1ll out the pages, 1s const-
antly blamed and evecrated by his umbeltevably stupid com-
rades - ‘and there's a fair amount of unnecessary blood and
qore, too

Qur own beloved Or Jack Cohen 1s even incorporated inte
the plot as the half-witted Or £rps? Cohen, and 1s speedily
killed off to our genmeral relief ; 1f I vere Jack, I'd sue



But the real trouble vith the book 15 tuofolsg
of 1t 15 atnless and boring | and everyene says everything
eight times over  As a 50-page novelet this would have been
noderately ammoying | as a book 1t's a pain [Ken Lakel

§0 nuch

JNTERGALACTIL EMPIRES
£d, Jsaac Asimov, Charlss Waugh § Martir Sreonporg
fobinsan | £2 85

"lsaac Asimov Presents '* proclaims
Rsimov's World of Science Fiction !*
nzne's on the back cover toe, 1in letters se large that they
push Everett B Cole out the list of conmtributors (not that
hie story 18 anything special)

Nine sf stories comprise this anthology, three each in
three sections labelled 'Cycles', 'Govermance' & 'Concerns’
They are divided about equally between (;ustly) well-known
tales and the abscure (again, justly sc). u¥arming: the Pan-
shin story is an extract from AJ7E (F PASSAGE .  though they
seem reluctant to adnit this, The only story %o really merit
inclusion but which vou aren't likely to have already 1c one
by H Bean Piper, querying whether a3 'figurehead' momarch
could be precisely that

And ves, of course, there 15 an Asinov story

[Harry Bond]

the cover  "lsaar
blares the spine

Fig

THE RAPTURE EFFECT by Jeffrey Carver
arbrt ; £3 9%

Now that the boakshops are cranmed with a never-ending
supply of fantasy trilogies, [ have been searching for good
hard SF novels, Unfortunately, THE RAPTURE EFFECT is not
one of thenm The blurb calls 1t "an epic of dance, music -
and interstellar wvar"  More accurately, 1t's about first
contact and computers ; unfortunately the computers are out
of WEUROMANCER and TRON . and the aliens are not really
alien at all, meerely men in aliens' clathing, there to be
risunderstood and blasted to atoms, Surprisingly,  theugh
there 1g present in the book some farm of mystery ingredient
which kept me turning the pages.  Buy this book if you are
going on a long train journey or into hospital ; it's prob-
ably the sort of undemanding candy floss you're looking for
but I prefer a rather more substantial diet. [Mrke (heafer]

DERVISH DAUGHTER bv Shert Tepper
Corgl ; £2,75

This novel 15, unfortunately, part of 2 series of books
about Jintan, the ‘daughter' of the title I cay 'unfortur-
ately' anly because this was the first Sheri Tepper novel |
have read and [ feel there were a numper of places uhere |
was missing quite a lot by not understanding fully a number
of allusions

Despite this, it was & novel ! enjoyed reading, comolex
% inventive, with characters [ rapidly became involved with
The touches of humour throughout vere the i1cing on the cake

I'm going to buy more from this author and [ recommend
her writing to you but 1'd suggest that you start at the
beginning of the series, [Chr1s Donaidson]
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INTERZONE: THE SESOND QNTHOLOEY
£3 Jobr Clute, Dzvid Pringle & Simon Qunsisv
New English Library ' £0 95

& superdb galection from arguably the most innovative sf
pagazine current, with Balland'c epotive "The Man Who Walked
on the Moor" and Diech's witty "Canned Soods" among the best
of an ahove-average array,  Nob every sgtory uwill apoeal, of
course == 1 f1nd MeAyley'c *Hing of the Mill" gomevhat lack-

‘ar 1netance -- byt ag @& snowcase of sfs cutiirg
1t's 1dignensible [lamas Ponfr2]d]!

fugtire

edge

MEN WENT T CATTRAETH by Jonn James
Saptam * £2, 99

This is an excellent novel, which I highly reccamend te
anyone with an interest 1n the Dark Ages, [ find 1t Qiffi-
tult to believe that 1t was written by the auther of  WITAN
and NOT FOR ALL THE GOLD IN [RELAND, At last James seems to
be exhbiting the feel for the period which I found so lack-
Ing 1n the previgus tun 'classics' reprinted by Bantam  And
tc a large extent. I put this down to the disapparance of
Photinug the Greek, bore and 'hero’ of lames' two previous
novels [Reviewss (442, (V5]

In MEN UENT T CATTRAETH,  the main protagonist ic the
poet 4neitin, and the novel :tself is an imaginative dramat-
15ation of the surviving 97 elegies bearing his nane. These
elegies are all history has to tell us about the Battle of
Cattraeth ; we don't know where or when it was fought, nor
even whon it was fought against,  James, however, builds on
the few 'facts' which appear in the poetry attributed to his
tharacter and from them produces a nagnificent novel of bra-
very, cowardice and foolishness, set in the period before
the 'golden age' of Camelat, shortly after the Rorans left
Britain, This 1s how 1t ‘pust’ have been,  [Martin Tudor)

OLYMPIAD by Nigel Frith
Unwin ) £3 88

"0f untamable Atalanta this tale tells, and of Meleager,
the rash-hrained hunter, that together in the riverneads of
Alpheus came to compete at the sacred Games of Olynpia, at
the running and the leaping in the days when the vorld was
young, the year of the first world-uniting Olympics *

1f, after this first sentence, you vant to read aore
then you may enjoy this book, I did neither, Homer did
thig sort of thing very much better, [Nick Nilis]

THE FACE by Jack Vance
Graften ;| £2 95

At least the cover tells us openly that this 1s the 4th
of the "Demon Princes" novels, and the publishes admit prev-
tous UX paperback publication, but this 15 the continuation
of 3 reprint series which epitomises Vance's approach to
skullduggery on an interstellar scale

Uell plotted, convincingly told, this tale hangs heavi-
ly on the previous three volumes | try not to read them out
of order, [ken Latkel



THE GENESIS QUEST and
by Lanald Merrres
Sphere © £3 80

SELOND GENESIS

o

LOCUS described these as "Science Fictian in the grand
tradition', and I can only agree.  Between them, thess twe
hooks cover nearly every major sf 1dea aliens, genetizs
eno~mously comoley nessages being sent through space. 1mmor-
tality, FTL travel, ancient civilizations, and 5o on

Thic nay make :% sound as 1f the novels are full of
cliches, but this ts nat so Technical idea 1s piled upen
technical i1dea, each plausible and detailed as we are taken
at breakneck speed through thousands of vears And each new
concent 1s not just there to interest the reader ; eazh one
significantly advances the plot

So far, o good But this 1s classic sf, and therefore
suffers from the major failure of same: the characterisation
varies betveen poor and exiremely poor  It's not only diff-
tcylt at tines to tell one character from.another, but |
could see little charaster development

However, 1 did enjoy these two books, although 1 would
net rate Moffitt s a good writer and ! would ot rush to
buy anvthing elsz2 by him Despite that, [ dig fird myself
urgently turming the pages, reluctant to put the hooks dowe
even at 215 in the morning Yoy cou/d well fee] the same

[Chr1s Denaldson]

SPOCK MUST DIF 1
Corgr [ £1, 50

by James Blish

I nust admit to a nostalgic smile upon seeing this 1370
novel reissued ; I still have my Bantam first edition some-
vhere, urenched fron a cornershop beokstand when the initial
UK screentng of S78R TREK was still fresh in the memory

Today, 1t seems perfectly reasonable that an sf author
of Blish's cstature should devote a sizeable portion of his
career %o novelising & popular talevision series ; 20 years
back, however, his decision was less covious,  Thank gad he
did, though -- h1s adantations of the original shows the
alinsoll lime for such work and becanme a vital ingredzent in
TREK's longevity

SPOCk MUST PIE ! was Blish's only departure from exis-
ting continuity, albeit firmly grounded in series lore (it's
peppered with footnotes referring to first season episodes)
The plotline may be unchallenging and the characterisation a
nite suspect (Scotty's "Och aye the nao" dialogue 15 partic-
ularly jarring?, but the book still retains a certain period
charm, [James Fenfield]

get
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GHOST by Prers Anthony
frafton ; £2 85

At the end of this novel is an 'Auther's Note' where
among other things, Anthony details the difficulties he had
in getting the novel published. Considering how bad 1t :s
I'n not surpriced he had trouble

If you like his work, you'll find the kernel of this
novel in ANTHONOLOSYK , 1n the shart story of the same name
The book 15 some 50,000 words longer, so let's consider what
has been added

Tirgtly he's added a lot more apoalling writing, For
example, how could any author, whilst writing what he claims
is 3 serious sf (not fantasy! novel, write sentences like
"Observing the quivering motions of thair pert mammaries as
their pleased emharrassment nanifested. he wondered whether
he had Just discovered the true origim of the teem 'titt-
er' " Ang ever nester (ar warsel 'Nude girls danced across
e PR S Vi WIS SOelrE st |
3 lod of the additionz) material contaire ¢
toe muzh explanation and labouring af the ¢
If you like fairly thin stortes
yond thetr lim:t  together with an obsession with sex
~ival Heinlein at his worst, together with an over-exglanat-
ion of everything, then this book's for you
But 1f you like well-written 1nventive novels, avoid 1t
like the plague [Chris Denaldsonl

sesengly ]

Rura sy
Svisus,

stretches out well he-
3

THE FOLK OF THE AIR by Foter § Reagls
Headline 1 2 89

Somevhere in the mess of detail, embrordery snd sheer
ippronability 15 & warkable plet - girl sunmons zemon. demon
uses girl to take revenge on anather. girl lases contral of
denon - but it's logt 1n the book'e welter of losse ends and
Beaglisms

Yet there are passages of real powe~ and beauty
If they iie sandwiched between chunks of coy nanality

[Abridged from review 1n CU#!] [Nzureen Porter]

aven

AIKT by John G1lbert
Grafton ;| £2 94

AIKT is the story of a nartlal arts drana 1n the twenty
first century. and filbert's first novel  The SF content :s
little more than a backdrop | a dystopian world with EBread
and Circus entertatnsent provided by the government to keeo
the nasses in line (yawn)  The good guys, represented by
Capitan, must stop the avil Nantis whe, through perversion
of martial arts technique, controls the Arena  The drama 1s
centralised around the battle for the mind and heart of an
1spressionzble young Hispanic, Bimbi,  AJAT 1s beach reader
naterial, competently writien but otherwise unchallenging

[Tony Chester])

DAGGERSPELL by Katherine Kerr
Grafton | £3 95

A detailed historical fantasy adding convincingly port-
rayed mysticism with Celtic society, VYes, it's the first of
a series hut there is only one loose end dangling at the end
of this novel  The main theme concerns reincarnation: Nevyn
15 cursed o live etermally, or until he sets right the mis-
take he made 400 vears sarlier which caused the death of
Rrangwen, his btetrethed

Stories within the main story - that of Gillyan, daugh-
ter of a mercenary soldier, riding the roads with his - tell
of Nevyn's attempts 1o set right the wrongs done to people
tlose to Brangwen and himself, in their later incarnations

Highly recommended. [Helena Bowles)



THIS 18 THE WAY THE WORLD ENDS by Jamss Marraw
Lagend ) £4 93

DOC CHAOS, THE CHERNDRYL EFFECT by Dave Thorpe
Hooligan Press | £2 50

Harlar Ell1son recently pilloried science fiction as an
1nfantile genre parely anle to grasp the rudimenis of liter-
ary burlesque let alane *he fimer points of satire  Martin
Amis, meantime. was aczusing the mainstrezn establichment of
fa1ling to canfront the real-life dilsmmas facing mankind in
the nuclear zge

As 1f in answer o these twin pleas, Morraw
pravide tinely 2vidence that - in the right hands - sf still
has the scop2 to engage the intellect as well as entertain
tacking head-on topics which 1ie mare constrained cousing
are unable to fully fozus on  Each approach 1s unique, each
stunningly effactive

Far Bearge Parton, the central protagonist of Merrow's
novel, nuclear war can be considered only in microcosm, as a
spe*ific threat against his wife and daughter, A5 the world

teetere on the crecipice Pavion is ¢ffered a chance to save
hxs child from the holozaust -- but first he must aftirm hig
personal culpabilidy for the inevitable amihililation of Mg
species 1in & document which will later form the nrosecution
gvidence at a nuclear Nuremberg

The setting for thic finmal trial is garily fantas-
as Paxwton stands azcused of war crimes bv menders of
"the Unadritted', the manifested souls of those whose paten-
t1al existenze has been eradicated by the atomic rain, Ina
court case part Lewis Carroll, part OF STRANGELOVE . Paxton
15 forced to realise that failure to stand against the arms
race makes him as quilty as those who target the missiles

Thorpe's hook is more overtly satirical, a manic first-
person travelogue dragging the reader 1nto the mind of Dot
Chaos, conscience-free szience made flesh, It's at once @
darkly humsurous farce of intellectual amerality and a deep-
ly disturbing portrait of aankind's capacity for inhumanity

[Staye Greenl

and Thorpe

neces
t12al,

AEGVPT by Tohr Crowley
Gollancs © £3 95

This first volume of four 15 not a book to be skipped
through gquickly, a casual read for a long train trip,  Take
the time and it will absorb you into its vivid reality |
when you reluctantly emerge from this multiform novel, you
will find it has been a thoroughly rewarding and enjoyable
experience, Certainly one that leaves you inpatiert for the
sequel  [Abrigged from roview in (W] [Paul Kincard?

Q7 YINTER'E END by Robert Srlverberg
gollancz ' £F11, 98

Another goic nove! fron Robert Silverborg, and [ suso-
ect the first of a serizs Aftar the Earth hag apparently
been bombarded by meteors, winter settles in and most of the
intelligent races die cut, The book starts as Winter's aboul
to end and the evotically named 'humans' are about to emerge
fron their underground retreat to find the legendary city of
Vengiboneeza  They sezw to complete this with some ease
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although ve are assured that the jourmey it @ harsh one and
spend the rest of the book wangering about the ruins before
ting out 1n search of their greater destiny.

Although the story apparently takes plaze over 2 number
! had ne real sense of passing tine, vears flowing
The tragedy 15 that there are same genuinaly ind-
ing ¢harattarg == Hresh yho hecames fnize magus whilst
140 and Hamruel with delusions ¢f decoming & king and
an

t1n7 the metria~iny == hbut Silverbe~g eschews exalor-

Unfortunately, there 15 little new in the book and much
that 1c predictable The evolution ¢of the ney saclety i€
treated blandly and only orcasionally do we get any rea!l
grotion in scenes which would have been paignant in earlier
Silverberq,  Whereas LURD VALENTINE'S CASTLE  at least had
the benefit of being a colourful romp, this novel seems to2
drawn out for 1ts own good. Mike Gould?

WHIRES 1IF BABVI DN Ay
Falsdin ' £3 94

lan Warson

Ugon the brink 0* nuclear catasireohe, westerr civilis-
ation takes <ime out %5 build Babylon 1n the Arizona gesert
Ieplausible 7 Yell. that's the premise of this bogk | an
exact repiica of Babylan ¢ 145 prime, 1ncluding slavery and
hunan sacrifice
The plot ts highly contrived
darkly at computer simulations, human experiments, apoca-
lypse, time travel,  Unfortumately, ‘'hint’' 15 all he does
do, letting the 1neffectual hero Alex bumble around Babylon
allowing his object of desire (Deborah) to fade out and be
revealed as the plot device she 1s, to be replaced by Alex's
lover, the irritating precocious teenager Thessany
My advice: avord this novel at all possible
[Halens Bowies]

to allow Uatson to hint

FIUE-TUELTHS 0F HEAVEN by
VGSF ; £5,50

Molissa Stott

is to
and

In my opinion, the mark of a good skiffy auther
cone up with a new vay of getting from star A to star B
this book has one of the best 1've seen

In Melissa Scott's universe, Alchemy has been perfezted
and 1nstead of scientists there are Magy who conjure with
the elements  Spaceships ride on keels contaiming celestial
natier (Philosophers' Tincture), made to rasonate by a im-
ing device ; when in harmony with the nusic of the spheres
the ships can enter hyperspace (Purgatory) — Not as simple
as this, of course, the concept's well thought-sut and nice-
ly described

Silence Leigh 1s the pilot of such a ship, and the book
concerns her struggle for survival after finding herself
stranded on a planet when Fer grandfather (who owns the
ship) dies owing money, She 1s bailed out by the cantain of
another vessel, who takes her on as pilot,  But there 1
aprice to pay. ..

On the whale, [ enmjoyed this bock -- :t is well written
and contains much to hold the reader's interest, [is author
von the Lanpbell Awar~d for best new writer, ITeny Barryl



PIONEERS bv Rhzl1p Mann
gallancs ¢ £!) 88

A favourite motif of scrance fiction novels 15 that of
the ambitious, enthusiastic colonisis sant out tc make & new
1ife comewhere 1n  the universe. alwavs excusing the fact
that in reality. .4 doesn't appear to be l1ttered with sui-
tably habitadle planets,  COne 1s wusually given @ stirring
saga of difficuldies ovarcone, a good life eventually estab-
tished It's all tremendously uplifting -- ang extremely
fornulaic,

But supnose vou send out your Pionesrs 40 a varlety of
alien environments, and allow them to adapt, genetically, to
those environments,  And then suppose that Earth suffere a
catastrophe wnich affects humans. rendering them unable to
adapt 1o new conditions, unable to breed. Then what ? The
answer 19 to send genetically-engineered artificial humang
sut to retriave these Pioneers, and see if their discoveries
Can &css1et 1N any way

This novel centras aroynd Ariadne and Argelo, one such
team,  angd their experiences as they carry out these mics-
ions.  zng as  they manitor  the slaw decline of their nene
planet aver thousands of vears [t's a moving story. told
vith gquiet understatement by Angels, rezording the appalling
hardshios experiencad by both Piongers and the Rescue Teams
ra1sing guestians not generally confronted in navels of this
tyce.  The difficuities caused bv faster-than-light travei
are handled with consideration of such wider 1ssues than the
cinple lack of ageing, and much of what Mann has 1o say
about gemetic engineering is highly relevant {0 a generation
vhich has vitnessed goat/sheep crosses, test-tudbe babies and
the transplant of brain cells

And on top of all that, the writing is superdb,  Mann
resists the tanptation to indulge in lush deszriptions of
exetic planets. remarkable alien nutations, Instead he re-
sorts to a nore intraspective, reflective tone, distancing
the actian slightly, bhut in a fashian which brings :t more
clearly inta focus

I zanngt recoma2nd this novel too highly, In an erz of
farmulaic fiction riddled uwith hackneved c¢lichés, 1t 15 re~
freshing to read a storv so well-plotted, o well vritten

[Naureen Porter]

Books reviewed next lssue will include Harry Harrison's
THE STAINLESS STEEL FAT GETS DSAFTED (Bantan), Lynn Abbey's
UNICORN AND DRAGON (Headline), Arthur Clarke & Gentry Lee's
CRADLE (Gollancz), James Hogan's ENDEANE ENISMA  (Century),
Keith Roberts' AJTEWOALO (Penguin), James Herbert's MAUNTED
(Hodder & Stoughton), Michael Weaver's MERCEDES NIGHTS (New
English Library) and BEST MEW SF 2 (Robinsan),

N G R A R N T A R AR a0 aannhueneaankig

CLASSIFIED ADS: Inm addition to disolay advertising (contact
us for rates, discounts for §f groups, conventions, etc), we
are now taking classified advertising  The cost 1s Sp/word
ninimum 20 words (addresses count as five words),
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METROPHAGE by Richard Kaarsy
Gollancz | £ 85

Criminale criople fyture Los Angeles witn Rio-wzano-s

THE MASKk 0F CTHULHU ang THE 7RG7L DF 2Telii Ml

by August Deristh

Grafton ; £2 &) £2 9%

Lovecraft’'s mythos continues in this collectian and novel

EVE by Frank Herpert
Nev English Library | £3, 9%
Short fiction and essays, decorated by lim Burns

SUORD AND SORCERESS 2

Heagline ; £2 99

Second seleztion of feminist fantasy tales | comtribytang to
this volure 1nclude Rachel Pollack and C ] Chereyt

GREQT kY RIVER by Erogory Benford
gollancs ' 45 50
Bizarre zli2n archivist features 1n new Far Fusure trilogy,

INFERNAL DEVICES by A ¥ Joter
Srafton ;| £2 34
OR AODER author sets surreal mystery 1n Victorian London,

YHERE TINE WINDS BLOW by Robert Holdstock
Gollancz ' £2 85
Tine-shards drift across alien world in reissued 139! novel.

THE MAN WHY PULLED DOWN THE SKY by John Barnss

New English Liorary | £2 89

Gpace ¢olonies oppress Earth | rebels are alded by hreakaway
colonies orbiting Jupiter and Saturn,

FOUR HUNDRED BILLION STARS by Faul [ McAulsy

Gellancs  £1] 895

Primitive beasts offer clues fo the identity of a mysterious
alien race at war with Earth in McAuley's debut as novelist.

THE FACE kv Jack Vance
Grafton | £2 95
Penultimate instalment in the "Demon Princes” sequence,

FLOATING WORLOS by Cecelra Hoalland
Gollancz © £3, 95
[nterplanetary sumait forms backdrop for political drama,

THE SHADOW HUNTER by Fat Murphy
Headline | £2, 99 '
Magical tine-traveller stars in new beok from Nebula winner,

WITARORY ANO §ILD ROMANCE by Michas! Maorcock
gollancs © £2 95

Critical study of the fantasy genre, displaving little lave
for Howard, Tolkien or the current deluge of trilogies



THE WITCHES OF KARRES bv James Schmits

Sollancz /| £3 50

Reissue of tongue-in-cheek 1966 novel partly 'fixeg-up' fron
1949 short ;  Josh Kirby cover comes as standard these days,

HIGHWAY HOLOCAUST by Joe Dever
Beaver | £2 50
First gamebsok 1n juvenile "Freeway Warrior!' series

THE CALL 0F THE SWORD by Roger Taplor
Headline ;| £ 89
First volune in author's "Chronicles of Hawklan'

THE LOTTERY by Shirlev lacksan
Robinson | £3 50
Short ficiion froe acclaimed dark fantasy author

THE RETURN OF THE SHADOW by [ R R Tolkien

Unein | £17 95

Sixth volume in the history of Middle-Earth edited by Chris-
topher Tolkien ; strictly for the very devoted fang

HOMUNCULUS by James P Blaylack

Graftan | £3 8¢

Alternate Victorian Lendon provides the setting for the 1987
Philip K Dick Award winner

PIONEERS by Ph1ll1p Mann
follancz ; £17 95
Rescue teans from decaying Earth seek long-lost explorers,

TROUBADUR by Richard Burns
Unwin ; £3, 85
Sequel to KHALINOAINE | reviewed in 1ssue four,

LINCOLN'S DREAMS by Connie Willis
Srafton ; £2, 99
¥oman dreans civil war flashbacks, nystifies historianm,

70 THE HAUNTED MOUNTAINS by Ru Empersan
Headline ; £2, 99
Magical quest opens "First Tale of Nedao"

RUMOURS OF SPRING by Richard Grant
Bantam | £3 50
Earth's last forest suddenly explodes into life,

THE HOUSE ON THE BORDERLAND by Will1am Hope Hodgson
Robinson / £3, 50
Welcome reprint for 19th century herror classic,

BEING A GREEN MOTHER by Fiers dAnthony
Grafton | £3 80
Fifth volune 1n "Incarnations of Inmortality" sequence

IN ALIEN FLESH by Gregary Bepford
Gollancz | £11 85
Benford's st collection, includes excellent "Doing Lennon'

NEMESTS by Lowlse Cooper
Unwin ; £3 50
Opening velume in 'Indigo" sequence continued 1n [NFEAMS

TOOL OF THE TRADE by Jo2 Haldsmar
Grbit ; £3.80
Superpowers track psychic secret agent

THE CRYSTAL SHARD by R A Salvatare
Fenguin ;| £3 39
Second volume in latest "SR srin-cff trilogy.

RAOIO PLAYS by 0 G Compron
Kerosina | £4 80
Two works selected from author's 19895 output for the 8B

THE SMOKE RING by Larry Niven
drbit ) £3 99
INTEGRAL TREES sequel sees starship computer back on line

SPELLS od Asimov / Greenberg / Waugh
Rabinsan © £3 &0
Magical tales from King, Leiber, Bradbury, Vance. etc,

AT ANY FRICE by David Drake
Arrow | £2 92
Latest i1nctalment in “Mammer's Slanmers" adventures

THE ROAD AND THE HILLS bv (Alrson’ Spedding
Unwin ;| £3 95
Wordy opener to "¥alk 1n the Dark* fanlasy sequence

BLOOOSEED by Lvndan Darty
Unein | £3 50
Second volume 1n "Eye of Tine" fantasy trilogy,

TREE AND LEAF by [ R R Tolklen
Unwin ; £7, 95
Essay on fairy stories, illustrated with one of his own

THE DRAGON IN THE SWORD by Michag! Moorcock
Graftan ; £2 95
Concluding chapter in the "Eternal Champion® sequerce

THE SKY LORDS by Jobn Brasnan
Gollancz ; £11, 95
Balloon-borne post-holocaust tyranmy faces challenge

VARWORLD by William C Dretz
Nev English Library | £2 99
Over-the-top adventures of interstellar bounty hunier

SPELL OF THE WITCH WORLD by Andre Nortan
Gollancs ; £2 9%
Seventh 1nstalment of the acclaimed fantasy sequence,

YISE-UOMAN by R A Forde
New English Library | £12, 38
Refugee Britons encounter political intrigue in anciemt Ys

THE WARRIOR'S APFRENTICE by Lors McMaster Eujold
Headline | £2 99
Political intrigues awart cripoled starman on honewerld

Inclusion 1n this reguiar round-up cees not, of course, pre=
clude a full reviev In a future edrtion of CRITICAL HAVE



by Steve Green

That THE MASTERS OF THE UNIVERSE 1s ultimately a mind-
nuabingly banal experience comes as no surprise, CONS1dering
the paucity of imagination evident in 1ts small screen pred-
ecessor,  yhat does come as something of a shock 15 just how
nostalgic you get for the cartoon incarnation after the rea-
lisation of the movie's terninal flaus begin to seep through
your initial optimism

[t doesn't take long, Soon as the titles swoop down in
the familiar SUPEAMAN formation (replete with a score which
nust have lost the studio’'s lawyers a few hours' sleen, con-
sidering how much 1t rips off Williams' original) and we're
thrown 1nto the midst of the ongoing conflict between He-Man
(Dolph Lundgren remaining remarkably faithful to his charac-
ter's bi-dinensionality) and Skeletar (Frank Lzngella 1n the
least convincing facial make-up since SWAMF THING ), there's
no escaping the kncvledge that director Gary Goddard and his
crew have hammered yet another nail 1nto Belan-Globus's fin-
ancial coffin, Comatose acting, laughably uncenvincing sfx
a nindbogglingly trite script and a nerve-jarring conclusion
so sweet 1t could prove fatal for any diabetics in the audi-
ence ; yep, a turkey of the first rank

Lundgren's chief rival in the muscle-bound hero stakes
Arnold Schyarzenegger, takes centre stage 1n the latest att-
epot to transfer Stephen King's phenomenal success in print
into cinema megabucks, Some have been successful ( CREEPSHOV
vas fun, ARRJE wixed horror and religous netaphor to some
effect whilst THE DFAD ZONE remaing David Cromenberg's most
tontrolled novie), others less so (FIRESTARTER , CREEFSHOW 2
and the odious CHILOREN OF THE CORN ), lronically, arguably
the best of them 1s STAND BY A, which contained virtually
ne sfx but showcases all the small-town minutae which King's
fans find so engaging

His publishers' concern that this blockbusting product-
1on line could outstrip t1ts demand, however, conspired with
the author's own nagging doubts over his juggernaut commerc-
12lity to spawn, in 1977, a separate career under the nom de
plume 'Richard Bachnan' [The life - and death - of Bachman
is charted by Stephen Brown in his essay for AJNGOOK OF FEAR
fed, Undervond & Miller) and by Steohen King himself in his
introduction to THE BACHMAN BOCKS |1

But his byline stills pulls in the punters, which makes
a namecheck for Bachwan in the opening titles of THE AUANNING
MA¥ both odd (by Hollywood super-hype standands) and almost
certainly the result of a clause 1n the contract governing
the filming of a varn Brown termed 'the least of the Bachman
books',  And surprise, surprise. 1i's another failed bid to
xerox written King onto celluloid | rather, it lmproves on
the original, subverting King's 'gross cut' nethodology wit!
0TT humour and providing tts central protagenist with a far

1

7

mote convincing motivation for joining the bloodfest than 1
supolied in the book, Ren Richards, poverty-stricken family
nan, becomes a framed ex-cop on the run from a totalitarian
US qovernment (imagine Nixen stayed in office an extra dozen
terns and vou'll get the picture) | the gameshow central to
the action mutates also,  offering 'criminals' their freedon
rather *than desperate citizens a crack at the RBig Bucks
frnie plays his role to the hilt, whilgt director Paul
Michael Blaser (ves, tnad Paul Michael Slaser) hits just the
right note alning the pyrotechnics and what passes fer chiar-
gcterisation or such ozcasions,  Qkay, s 1t's sumerficial,

but in 1tc own sub-genre 1i's eminently successful

Prian Gilbert's remake of the !940s fantasy V/IC£ VERSA
has a curtously British feel to 1t despite an American cast,
due in the main part to a script by Dick [lememts and lan La

Fremais which channels the
humour and  sidesteps nost
of the slapstick excesses
apparent in current Ameri-
ICE VERS tan tonedles,

ludge Reinheld & fred
Savage are neatly matched
as yuppie Merghall Seymour
and son Charlie, forzed by
risplaced magic to try life in cach cther'e bodies, It's a»
old 1dea, but the two key performancas give Gilbert the edge
he needs %o carry rt off  Some may wax neetalgically about
the original, but having caught it on tv a fev months pack
I have t0 confess that this is one example of a remade movie

actually inproving on i1ts inspiration

['ve yet to catch up vith 74HE MONSTER SQUAD . although
initial reports paint 1t as an unconfortable attempt to app-
eal to both adults and children at the samne time, a juggling
act which rarely comes off ~ Fred Dekker's earlier movie JAHE
NIGHT OF THE (REEFS 15 currently out on video, however, and
1t's definitely worth checking out, especially 1f you prefer
your horror laced vith humour,  The plot is straight out of
SHIVERS | by way of RETURN (F THE LIVING PEAD , but no one
ever sald fantastic cinema ever had to be original to werk
this isn't, and it does

Toe nuch has been writien already about the second live
action fila from former aninator Tim Burton, currently tran-
sfering Ratman to cellulold, but BEETLAIUICE is too bizarre
a aovie to ignore, and too enjoyable a comedy not to comment
on in passing, even if most readers will have seen it by the
tine said comments see print

ET1EUICE

Burtan himself describes the affair as THE EYORCIST as
seen fron the dead people's pornt of view which 1s fair but
fails completaly ¢o canvey the sheer off-the-wall lumazy of
the film, which is far zlaser to a Chuck Jones cartoon than
the standard tongue-in-cheek gorefest paraded as comedy, [
centre-stags, of course, 15 Michael Keaton's manmit interpre-
taion of the tifle role, tut his is just one of the excell-
ent perforaances on show here, Whether Keaton will prove as
suited to the role of Sruce Wayne remains to be seen



by Steve Green

One of the advantages the annual Birmingham comics show
has over its London rival 15 1% more relaved atmosphere an
element enhanced this year oy the cosy confines of the Midl-
ande Artg fentre'c bae  Teye, there vas a light programme
eqyally, there were 3 few dealers' tables Qut the focus of
the weekend's activities was that lounge, where artists and
yriters could mingle 1nformally rather than he rerded ahout
a8 15 usually the case at the .ns‘..ut of Educztion bashes

The evant also gressntad an agaartunity for cenic outl-
ighare to9 parade their latest projecis. both pro b semi-ord
naterial hale

Pizasiagly, much of the g frop the Midlande --
samathing ue' !l he soncidering 2t greater length v o2 future
csue —- and faremnst awdngsy tnese was f47 JN 0F TALE 4idY
frop Phil Winclade and Steve Pugh
Thig highly prafessienal colladasxztion hv twe extremely
promising ar%:sts features fwg strias, “HMigh Jimx" and "vall
Ficwer"  The farmer, by Winslade 1s & well-observed comedy

of demonic mischief, whilst Pugh's contributicn is a bizarre
chiller enacted with disturbingly photographic clarity
Unfortunately, 1t beats no price, but the pair can be

~eached at 3 Henshaw Place, Small Heath. Birminghan

75 AN ANGEL!

FLOWER

WALL

nin Mulcreevy's glossy SOV
OF BDIL |, the second collection of his comic strips (a third
is due later this year) ranging fron qung-he poelitico (ZJN7
ESSENTIAL thraugh the self-serving private eye BUSTER MIVN-
JHAN to the lengthy coan epera ESTATE

There's no doubting Mulcresvy's enthusiasm, hut all the
strips here share *he came flaws' a deficiency in the basics
of anatamy, a disregard for perspective and - arquably warst
af 2ll - & tendancy to equatz offersiveness with humour

Angther Birnm
3
£

gham t1tle is John
rd

18

Still this e only his second comic so far as I'm per-
senally aware. and nast ardists improve with practize  Int-
erested parties can ohbtain coples from 739 ¥ingstanding R
Birmingham, B44 9RJ, for 95 pence plus postage

CLINT ESSENTIAL
DECLARED WATiOwAL
DisasTer! e apn
ALL ABouT 7|

ESSENTT AL

THAT'S NO GO CLINTO!
CHARUE B, HAS GorT
SoLE RigwTs To

CLINT

One of the more interesting 'showcase' {itles !'ve come
§L"3S5 10 several years, SHWCASE [OMICS narks 4he debut of
Pan Graghics, a new combo from Sheféield led by Adrian Dung-
worth, whe's pencilled a couple of ¢he sirips himself: f’f}’
DF G0LD & wonderfully affbeat seafaring fant
€1 Spencer and inked by Mary Greer Jumase ¢
surcrisingly vital ingredient) and 40070 ”¢f

g1

writdeq hy

RA
120300y 1€ 3
Fe S SIBENCORR

Tasy
pall

Sion with Sreen whizh adzrds the JEE?“““ﬂ saz’ Tormzt Tyt
Cumlithe) the recent LW unfiptupately acinsihing anizingl
toosay on the subtert

Alsg tncluded is Nick Abadzis’'s avcellens sacral saties
SULTURE CRITTERS | set in a nedia-ranipulated near-fyuturs UK

In the afternmath of bath politizal and geograohical ugheaval
("London smproved a lot when Birmingham fell on 1t " quips
the nanic megastar Adam Evening) ard featuring some srapoy
artwork from Ahadzis, and FOR A FEW GALLONS MORE | 3 team-uD
between 8rian Talbet and Chris Welch dating hack to 1972 and
including & rare encounter between ths former's time-henoing
character Luther Arkuright and the latter’'s mercenary due
Ogath & Ugly Boot, It also slins into the Arkwright contir
uity, for those suitably excited by tme Valkyrie monthliss

The faregaing, [ wauld stresz, are based upen a nerusa
of ore-nutiization photocopres, but I have no Rasitatizn in
reconmending vou sent £1 25 plus postage tc Pan at 14 Burn-
side Avenue, Meerchrook Park, Sheffield S8 9°R

| UNDERSTAND
YOU SEEK THE
FLEET OF 6OLP

At this point
cense CRISIS
reans that

I would have l:iked
nity Flaetuay's inabiltty to forward a cony
gets pushed back to next 1ssue,

to discuss the ney



[Nat pven the frrs:
could thwart CRITICAL WBUE s yarv own GERMAN MEASLES

[82 here she is  n0t 50 puch 3 gossip columnist. aore @
socialite dissase ]

rational poctal sinitke 10 17

"ihat' s a5ked SHERRY

2s they were walking v a Welsh hill

the nale equivalent of 3 fag hag ™
OTLIE-A0T R R S

“& Dyke Tvke 7" suggasted WELLE, And thus arsce the maniker

far the twemtv-two neanle in Ty Llyn on the THP weekerd 3

weekend which caw reseated damage te & deferceless rire car
s 2E% Fire ¢

2t the mande ¢f TAROLING MULLAN § PAM WELIS ke take-aver
of tha restayrant at the cub ir Llangorse village, causing
stunned 'szal catrens i be turned away 0 LAURA WHEATLEY
PAN UEL_ S LESLEY {480 CRIAN DAVIES and +the TAFF TWINS al!
hetching plots to hald a jumble sale at Novaszon 12 and knmid
cendans  for TARF PRINEET WILKINGON meanwnile revesaled
hidden talents ag 3 rower eviraordinaire, even coping with

Ylingars on her starhrard how,

While CHRISTINA LAKE
sat o9ff 9 the States

and LILTAN EDWARDS were preparing
for their TAF ¢rip, MARTIN TUDQR
3 TAFR losers' party on 4 August for himself and DAVE
t: celedrate  their failure 4o win fandom's cldest fan

The oarty was very laid tack, due to a combination of
WIOD' s traditional jazz tapes and PAM WELLS' infamous
TH consumotion of three slices of the latter
$ and GREG PICKERSQILL %o crash out tefore
QRZEN to perfore recsated impersonaticns
ineide | Meanwhile,  WOOD and
tov wistful while listeming to "Have

an

rale

="d cTEVE

lights - from the
not to look
New [Orleans
The nost popular pzstine amongs? fans in August seemed
to be getting sacked, TONY BERRY was first, showing amazing
fartrtude and coolness 1n the face of agversity, [B0SE “f
thimk 1t's time we parted cowpany * TONY: Y0k, yeah 71 4
week later MARTIN TUDOR found himself in a similar position
Wha next ' T wonder

A sizeadls churk of 8ritish fandom is now over in New
lzans for the Worldcon  Shartly befare his departure fron
' GRES PICMERSGILL discovered he had a s*rargn
nguid disease.  which owners of medical dictienaries will
probahly 1nform me 15 not soelled 'aspergillus’ NR PICK-
ER3GILL ~eportedly ‘alt much better onze he diccovered that
he v
X

Or!
British got!l
[

was not syffering from tneumcnia, as he'd previgusly been
to believe by h1s doctor

suall conventions sver the summer
Rubicon) had teddy bears for chair-
ed should e 4eld My meles infora

There were several
twe of which (Wincon and
men, We think Get Stuff

PR

vears

re of shinny-dipping and an eszaning guest of honour at this
year's Unizan, Wincon  &f authar PATRICK TILLZY aoparently
bored by the con or Friday night, left without telling
anyone  8aghers searching for him the following day found &
note ninned to the wall of his hotel ~oom, 41ed io his boot-
Presumably, som207e else guest of henour
2R 11 his abserce ? draw a veil on the shinny-dioDing
sape thinag fans yare not esny
prola1n the subssouent relictance of 2
copnlssroned to proguss & wWINCUM repar:
further thanm that 1t was too avful to giscuss
In print - STEVE & MORTINI,

Tme {vfand Untcan alse saw the return of 1nfamous hirs-
ute. obese ex-BSFA London Meetings organiser TEFF SUTER
to the sf conventior circutt.  His fannish creditors may be
interscted 4o knov that MR SUTER enjoved helping out with
vincon so nuch he plans $o attand aore cong in the future

nade hig

* s

v

egianades --  there zre

kncw
CRITICAL WAVE pole
Ly cammenr any

FThys may

1
.02

¢+ill on the sutjest of lesc-thar-enthral
tiongs. DAVE HOLMES reponts that the recent STIR TREK
fonietty caw him in bed by mldnight svery nignt,  alome Byt
of hat chocolate & 2 Jonathan Carrall novel! G7QEN
CONSTANTINE afteruards demanded to knaw why no one nagd fore-
warned her ¢f the 'fun’ in store

SAnvens
eyant

fan o

g &Y

Peterborcugh
an (wot

gy,

Congregate &t aoparently featured 2 fea-
tagiing cessio no bheer ?) which was sg suczessful it
vas repeated the following day, and a BL(E PETER dragommak-
ing competition,  Ah, but did thev really provide sticky
backed plastic and washing-up liquid boitles?

This year's Albacon is likely to be the last at Glas-
gov's Central Hotel, at least until & change of personnel
takes place.  Formerly one of the nost accomadating hatels
in Britain, recant changes in management means that this is
ne longer the case. There are rumours of two Scots regienal
cors next summer - a literary one 1n Edirburgh and z media
gvent in Blasgow.  [RIT/CAL WAVE will o doubt keeo yeu

pestes 1n future 1ssues

Staff rhangec “ave also affacted the Cheguers Hotel
Newbury, home of Rub:cen  According to food connolrsseur
AVEDON CAROL, the fare is now merely guod instead of 'perf-
ect' as in previous years, MS CAROL was last seen tryirg to
down last vear's chef at the Chequers for unstated
putooses, The 1988 Ruhicon committee decided it didn't need
no steenkin’ name badges, issuing all conmenmbers with 'come-
1ttee positione' instead, Thus PAM WELLS conewhat predictab-
ly became 'Hezd Checolate Taster' although she was apparer-
tly less than imgressed when CHRIS 0'SHER was seen sporting
a badge reading 'Head Chocolate'  QUEN WHITEQAK, dubbed the
"Generator Emiritus of Bad Pung’, had passed an his badge te
0'SHEA by Saturday morning | sesws he couldn't in all consc-
ence keen 1t after an night of listening 3 0'SKEA's "wit”

track

rumours af a

Closer 4o home CRITICAL WAVE editorial
split came i0 a head at the September MiSFiTs meeting when
MARTIN TUDOR informed co-editor STEVE GREEN that either 58'¢

"How would you 1t
the drun
whilst

'Shaagy Dognas’ lego goes, or ke does
to peel fthres hungred pictures of 25 face off
svery 1ssue. " he bemoaned 49 his fellow NiSFiTe
ANN GREEN lgudly sympathised with his problem. .



Letters Edited by Martin Tudor

STNON NS
10 Marlowe Court, Lymer Avenue
London, SE19 ILP

Cangrats on the last issue. The C(live Barker article
vas a bit disappointing, with 1ts falk of sfx ang neglect of
Barker and reviews need not use four letter words to convey
dislike of a text (if [ was lan Watson, for evample 1 would
prebably have deposited a dead fish on your dacnmat for the
tnvective displayed over THE FIRC YORM [CW#E] ) Still, the
produztion was excellent, and there was a great Jeal cf int-
eresting, 1nformed writing

(Although prane to overuse, the occasienal expletive s
perfectly valid method of underlining a specific ctatenent
as for the Barker overview, very few people track doun that
particular cinematic genre for plotting or depth of charact-
erisation, though said elements are always velcome when they
evidence themselves - STEVE GREEN ]

DAVID LANGFORD
94 London Road, Reading
Berks,, RG! 5AU,

One of the fun things about writing far too nany SF
retews 15 that 1t gives you a hasis for duffing up authors
with critizism which ic totally misguided (ie: doesn't agree
vith mine!

Payl Fincard's review of Kellogg's & Rossow's THE WHVE
AND THE FLAME / REISN OF FIRE (pg 17, (W #67 15 a case in
peint.  Like him, [ recognized thai reasenably inoffensive
prose and excitable descriptions of the weather 15 as far s
the authors go towards literary excellence - no hara in this
vhen a good rattling yarn 15 being told,  Like him, I found
the hard-science puzzle of the planetary clinate quite fas¢-
inating through most of the story, Unlike him, [ d1d ot
reach the end thinking "This 15 the sort of work which gives
"hard SF' a gocd name, 3 real intellectual challenge" | aft-
er the lengthy build~up, the final revelations struck me as
feeble, and [ suspect Paul has allowed himself to be
overly 1mpressed by the flaunted credentials of collabarator
Rossow, Atmaspheric Scientist

Ima hard sf book revolving around 2 puzzle, ¢one exp-
ects the sane fairness as one would from a classical detect-
1ve story.  The explamation of the impossible crine in the
locked roca just does not satisfy if in Chapter 30 1t turns
out that all !9 independent witnesses were lying, or that
the police search in Chanter 2 happened not to discover the
secret passage through which the rogue elephant was introd-
uced, We want inganuity,  Ideally, the hard-sf *intellect-

ual challenge" should leave cne smiting one's brow at the
turming with which known natural laws or forces (remember
the tide in NEUTRON E£TAR ., before it becane 2 cliche 7)
have been nmam:pulated to create the devilish planetary
gnigma,

What Kellogg and Rossow actually do -- affer some tant-
gl1zing hints, 1n native credtion eyths, that a solution in
terns af weird stial nechanics nay be forthcoring -- 15
to resort to maguc Well you see, stience was baffle=d by
the weather because 1t was being ranipulated by forces ynkn-
on 10 gcienze | Farces which apparently are phvstically un-
detectable yet can affect that very physical thing the wea-
ther ! (Perhaps Rossow's branch of atmosphere science has
gone beyond obscure principles like the law of action and
reaction  and for that matter the highly relevant but care-
fully unmentioned inverse square law )  Super-science which
can soak up the full energy of 3 ground-zero nuclear detona-
t1an with no more than a nuted phut |,

[f thrs 15 hard sf, ] R PR Talkien vas a professor of
theoretical physice,

By the way, Steve's review [pg7 /& (W #57 (like my own
published ome) misces a psychologicel hole 1n 0.6 Compton's
SCUDDER'E GAME which Larry Niven vas zt some paims to patch
in his stories of related gadgetry, As shown by the lack of
huge worldwide queues for vasectorles, contracention alone
1sn't attractive enough {0 cause the book's steep population
drop . Compton therefore includes the added inducewent that
the 1mplanted device makes sex Just triffic. But, . how many
punters are likely, without any pessibility of a prior den-
ongtration of how triffic it will be, to say "Gosh, yes, cut
ne ooen and stick one of those neato black boxes into my em-
barrassing parts !* Even Niven paled at that prospect, and
hastily extemporized a no-vires induction model of his plea-
sure-centre stimulator, for use by salesmen

~ols
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HARRY WARNER, IR,
423 Summit Ave , Hagerstown
Maryland. 21740, USA

Ann Green's review of THE TOMMYENOCKERS [04 #47 1nter-
ested me for i1ts evidence that Stephen King has reverted in
his first long science fiction novel to the old H G, Wells
rule, just one fantastic element in each story,  Virtually
all other science fiction that gets published today 1is
gither so overloaded with fantastic elements that the reader
gives up trying to keep track of how many of them are used
or there are no fantastic elements at all because the author
just wrote a mundane novel and claimed 1t was haopening in
the immediate future

['m tempted to view with alarp Paul Kincaid's enmphasis
on fanzine reviews 1in his fanzime review column, He does
the reviews very well but i1 seems 10 me that fanzine fandon
is sometimes on the verge of imitating the litcrit crowd
forgetting the subject matter 1in the course of nit-nicking
about one another's remarks about the subject matter 1 con-
fess that ‘anzine reviews are usually <4he most tnteresting
thing 1n wost fanzine 1ssues for we because 1f ['m acguaint-
gd at all with the reviewer 1 can usually quess what his
rection will be to each fanzine reviewed (1 do find the
fanzine review colunns & melancholy quide to what proportion
of fanzines ['ve ctopped receiving because of my transgress-
1915 with loc respanse )



HELENA BOWLES
Mussen House. General Hesnital
Whittal Lane, Birminghan

| must agree vith everything Steve said about the Videe
Copyright Laws [CW #67 The recent clampdown on cepyright
has been injurious to many underfunded institutions (eg. the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital recently viped 200 medizal/teathing
videos uncfficially taped. after & nearny hosoital vas fined
several thousand poungs for 2 similar undeclared collest-
ion), 1 realise he was writing about personal video collec-
tions, but as he said: that law 15 unenforcible, (A new job
treation scheme for bored youngsters, perhaps 7 A squad of
Video Wardens touring district | “‘ere to watch yer videns
sirt *N

I would like to correct Krsto Mazuranic's assumptions
about "protoplasmic life" [letzers, (W #6)

1) Spezies do not become extinct by having few off-
sering.  Species become extinct through having their ecolog-
ical niches destroved or usuroed by other species  Or (note
vell) by farling to adapt to current situations  This ¢
known as EVOLUTION

20 If 3 specres’ ezological needs (food, shelter, emot-
tonal suppert [1n the higher soecies]) are not met, frequen-
tly the nusber of affspring ave reduted 1n an atlempt to
conpensate

2! The human spacies 15 in no danger of this

4) The human species is in danger of destroying our own
gcological niche by over-hreeding -- Man does rot have ome
natural predator, Mot bredding is therefore to be far mcre
loyal to our species if survival of the species 15 the goal,
Under Krsto's argunent, therefore, Gays should be blessed !

Incidentally, the majority of higher apes, 1ncluding
gorillas, use anal intercourse betwen males to reinforce the
hierarchial syster - to keep peace 1n the famziy or iribe
Erooming between females may serve a similar sexual purpose
Therefare, 1% 1< obvious homosexuality 15 a very necessary
and valuahle part of a society. Also biologically natural |
1e, 1t /s a biological imperative for a certain percentage
of society Normal, natural and desirable

Fimally, what 15 ‘peremrssive” about 2 loving relation-
shic between two menbers of the same sex !

HELEN WAKE
160 Beaunont Road,
Birwingham, B30 INY,

Firstly, did Kreto Mazuranic really believe all he
wrote in his letter, or was 1t written purely to stir up
controversy 7 1 ask because I can't believe someone whe
vrites so intelligently could believe <o many things which
are simply factually wrong

One: Minorities are net "ipse facto' persecuted. The
royal family 1sn't,  Athophiles, I know for a fact, aren't
[f you use 'nino~ity’' 1n the sense of "a persecuted group
vell then you run acrass the problem that not all persecuted
groups are ninorities | women constitute slightly more than
501 of the population, no ?

Two: Gayness is not contagious, I've talked with gays
danced with them, shared their food, slent with them  An J/
gay 7 Ask my husband, or my daughter

Three: Gorillas and rhinos are in dangar nof because
they have few offsoring -- they've been doing okay for the
last few millemia -- but because we are destroying their
habitats ang often traooing them into extinction,  In fact
they have exactly the right birthrate for the resources they
have We, on the other hand, are using resources at a rate
vhich endangers ourselves and all of the animale we share
the planet with  Ooes #rste argue that only species pralif-
12 and adaptable enouagh to survive no matter what we throw
gt them deserve to survive ?  Ther he condemns our grangd-
childran to & world vith gnats tut no butterflies, rats but
no panthers or giraffes. starlings but no swans or great
gagles. .

Four: Language changes. 4= no longer soeak as Chaucer
spoke. and a bloody good thing, ton, Try explaining how te
Fix a motorbike using only Chaucerian English. Natural lan-
guages (the kind we all use, except conputers) allow change
ambiguity, uncertainty,  [t's the responsibility of anyone
using the language to allov for that, as [ failed 1o do ah-
ove, How rany of you wondered 1f ‘slent with' meant slightly
note than ‘'smored simultaneously with, and in the same bed
ag' 7 3o puch far werds being "cyphers 1n a rigid system of
coding”,

Okay, enough semanticising.  Krsto, ny dear,  you e 2
bigot.  Why are you terrified of gays ? There's room in the
vorld for everyane - hlacks, whites, gays, gor:illas, ~hrinos
bigets . Why not rejorce in the world's infinite variety ?
And 1 can think of nuch better wavs of categorising people
than by cexual inclination.  Whether I'm straight, gay or
celibate is really of tmportance enly to sy husband, my dau-
ghter and ayself | to everyone else, 1t's insignificant, Far
note important questions are: Is she kind ? [s she compet-
ent ? Interesting ? Intelligent 7 Wise ? Witty ? Is she
talerant ?

And what of you, Krsto 7 What are vou 7

LW alse hoard from:  J0Y HIERERT (who magde many of the
save points about Krsto’s letter as Helens and Helen) &= SUE
THOMASON Cwho, along with JOF and NARTIN STEVART, passed us
details of the Gay Apa (see page 19 this edition) | JIN and
CARDLINE DARROCH ' ANOREW ROSE : CHRIS DONRLOSON | JUSTIN
ACKROYD | NIKE B0ULD ; ~ PERRY NIODLEMISS ;  PETER COLLEY !
ANDY SAWVER | CHUCK HARRIS | ARTHUR THONSON ;|  ROFERT DAY
‘whe picked up on Steve's cowaents about the new vigeo [ogl-
slation and wrote LUTS about it we'll rup the Istter next
Issue, space permitting) | TONY CHESTER | ANOY FORTER (who
531d (W "Is develaping very nicely as a news source and @
news magacine In general | keep up the good work, WIth the
decling of ANSIBLE over the last fev years, 1t's high time
the UK had & good newszine, and CRITICAL WAVE is 1t, as far
as I'm concerned ") ; ALAN SULLIVAN ; DAVE 400D,

[Finally. we 3lse heard from BRUCE GILLESPIE, ART WIONER
and SKERYL BIRKKEAD who all want te know [f (W is @ 'somi-
prozine’ and / ar why should thev pay far 1t A5 ['ye s3id
befare, we have to chirge Decause even wrth our copbined
fingnces Steve and [ cannot afferd to indulge in other fapac
AND proaduce C¥ on a regular basis - so If you want It you
have o pay,  But as tha subscriptions and advertising com-
bined still don't cover the production and mailing costs, [
dop’t think we can be clissed as a 'semr-presine’.  Dkay T



As some o' you &V aiready De avare, the British postal
authoritles spent the opening twoc veeks ot soplember sezling
our post boxes ana playing worogames with the Union ot Cone-
unication Workers  Neanwhile, several nungted copres ot our
Brivish edition cat gathering aust, wnilst the page proofs |
had prepared for our valiant US (relpublisher lom Hanlon sat
next to them, since Mount Pleasent (the post oftice through
which all foreign nail must pass) was the first 1o shut down
cone the strike call,

Even as [ write this tootnote (15 Septeaber), the local
post boxes remaln sealed and oniy the waln city bBranches are
sccepting asil, The packlog will take at least 1wo weeks to
clear, ang I nave no 10ez how severely the airmail systew 1g
nit ; you'll presunably know by looking at the gate on the
franking mark, wmnyway, INanks tor your patience -- and once
3galn, outr aeepest gratituge ¢ lom tor all Nis efforts

CRITICAL WAVE 15 published every tvo months Dy Steve Green &
Martin Tugor , HKRETICan SUDSCTIpLIONS afe §5 per annum ang
should te sent to our US agent, Tom Hanlom, at [3B3% N Anies
Road, Saton Rouge, LA 70819, USH News 1tems ehcula De 1or-
vargeg 16 33 Scott Roag, Oltom, 3dclinull, BSZ 7Lw, Englang

letters can pe sent 1o 1Z1 (ape Hill, Smethwick, warley, obe

Steve Green, Editor 454, Engiand, G 1985 CwF,
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